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DATE=January 21, 1998
TYPE=CORRESPONDENT REPORT
NUMBER=2-
TITLE=CAMBODIA-CEASE FIRE (S)
BYLINE=GARY THOMAS
DATELINE=BANGKOK

EDITOR=

CONTENT=

VOICED AT:

INTRO: CAMBODIA'S DEPOSED CO-PRIME MINISTER IS PROPOSING THAT CEASE-FIRE
TALKS BE' STARTED IN NEIGHBORING THAILAND BETWEEN HIS SIDE AND THE PHNOM
PENH GOVERNMENT. PRINCE NORODOM RANARIDDH MADE THE PROPOSAL IN AN
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH VOA CORRESPONDENT GARY THOMAS, WHO HAS THIS
REPORT.

TEXT: SPEAKING IN HIS BANGKOK HOME WEDNESDAY, PRINCE RANARIDDH SAID HE
HAS CONVEYED AN OFFER TO CO-PRIME MINISTER HUN SEN THAT BOTH SIDES SEND
REPRESENTATIVES TO BANGKOK FOR CEASE-FIRE TALKS.

// RANARIDDH ACT //
I AM PROPOSING THAT NOW BOTH SIDES SHOULD SEND ONE POLITICAL LEADER,
REPRESENTATIVE TO BANGKOK TO HAVE TALKS. TO HAVE TALKS ABOUT WHAT? TO HAV:
TALKS ABOUT THE MODALITIES OF THE CEASE-FIRE.
// END ACT //

PRINCE RANARIDDH EMPHASIZED THAT HIS OFFER OF TALKS SHOULD NOT BE
CONSTRUED AS AN ACCEPTANCE OF HUN SEN’S LATEST CEASE-FIRE PROPOSAL.

HOWEVER, THE TALKS, IF THEY DO TAKE PLACE, COULD IMMEDIATELY GET BOGGED
DOWN, AS PRINCE RANARIDDH SAID THAT POLITICAL ISSUES, SUCH AS HIS SAFE

RETURN TO CAMBODIA AND THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS, SHOULD BE LINKED TO ANY

HALT IN MILITARY ACTIVITY.  Sj¢Asd)
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DATE=January 21, 1998
TYPE=CORRESPONDENT REPORT
NUMBER=2 -
TITLE=CAMBODIA-CEASE FIRE (L)
BYLINE=GARY THOMAS
DATELINE=BANGKOK

EDITOR=

CONTENT=

VOICED AT:

INTRO: CAMBODIA’S DEPOSED CO-PRIME MINISTER IS PROPOSING THAT CEARSE-FIRE
TALKS BE STARTED IN NEIGHBORING THAILAND BETWEEN HIS SIDE AND THE PHNOM
PENH GOVERNMENT. PRINCE NORODOM RANARIDDH REVEALED THE PROPOSAL IN AN
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH VOA. HOWEVER, AS CORRESPONDENT GARY THOMAS
REPORTS FROM BANGKOK, THE PRINCE IS INSISTING ON LINKAGE BETWEEN MILITARY
ISSUES AND POLITICAL ONES.

TEXT: SPEAKING IN HIS BANGKOK HOME WEDNESDAY, PRINCE RANARIDDH PROPOSED
IMMEDIATE CEASEFIRE TALKS IN BANGKOK WITH THE GOVENRMENT OF CO-PRIME
MINISTER HUN SEN. HE SAID HE CONVEYED THE OFFER TO HUN SEN WEDNESDAY
MORNING THROUGH DISSIDENT POLITICIAN SAM RAINSY, WHO HAS BEEN ACTING AS AN
INTERMEDIARY BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES. '

// RANARIDDH ACT /
108 -- I HAVE SUGGESTED -- AND YOU ARE THE FIRST RADIO TO WHOM I REVEAL IT
-- I JUST TOLD SAM RAINSY HE SHOULD CALL HUN SEN RIGHT NOW FROM BANGKOK
AND SAY THAT I AM PROPOSING THAT NOW BOTH SIDES SHOULD SEND ONE POLITICAL
LEADER, REPRESENTATIVE, TO BANGKOK, TO BANGKOK, TO HAVE TALKS. TO HAVE
TALKS ABOUT WHAT? TO HAVE TALKS ABOUT THE MODALITIES OF THE CEASEFIRE.

// END ACT //

PRINCE RANARIDDH EMPHASIZED, HOWEVER, THAT HIS OFFER OF TALKS SHOULD NOT
BE CONSTRUED AS AN ACCEPTANCE OF HUN SEN’S LATEST CEASEFIRE PROPOSAL.
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TH TWO SIDES HAVE BEEN LOCKED IN A CONFLICT IN NORTHERN CAMBODIA SINCE THL
JULY COUP THAT OUSTED PRINCE RANARIDDH AS FIRST PRIME MINISTER AND LEFT
HUN SEN FIRMLY IN CONTROL. REPEATED EFFORTS BY THE GOVERNMENT TO DISLODGE
THE REBELS FROM THEIR LAST STRONGHOLD IN THE BORDER TOWN OF O’SMACH HAVE
FAILED. .

UNDER HUN SEN'’'S NEW PROPOSAL, THE RANARIDDH LOYALISTS WOULD NOT BE
REQUIRED TO LAY DOWN THEIR WEAPONS OR VACATE THIER POSITIONS, BUT THEY
WOULD HAVE TO REVEAL THE STRNGTH AND DISPOSITION OF THEIR FORCES.

BUT PRINCE RANARIDDH’S PROPOSAL FOR TALKS MAY RUN INTO TROUBLE, SINCE HE
SAYS THAT POLITICAL ISSUES, SUCH AS THE CONDUCT OF THE ELECTIONS AND HIS
SAFE RETURN TO CAMBODIA, MUST BE LINKED TO MILITARY MATTERS.

// RANARIDDH ACT //
126 -- I THINK THEY HAVE TO BE LINKED BECAUSE WHAT WE NEED IS A CEASEFIRE,
BUT A LASTING CEASEFIRE. WHAT HAPPENED IS THE CONFLICT, THE ARMED
HOSTILITIES, OCCURRED AFTER THE COUP D'ETAT, AND AFTER THE COUP D'ETAT
CREATED POLITICAL PROBLEMS. AND SO WE CANNOT SEPARATE THE POLITICAL
PROBLEMS, INCLUDING ELECTIONS, MY RETURN, ETCETERA, WITH THE MILITARY
QUESTION, WHICH IS A CEASEFIRE.

// END ACT //

PRINCE RANARIDDH SAID HE HAS TEMPORARILY DROPPED PLANS FOR HIM TO RETURN
TO CAMBODIA BECAUSE KING SIHANOUK HAS AGAIN LEFT THE COUNTRY TO GO TO

CHINA. HUN SEN HAS SAID OTHER POLITICIANS WHO FLED THE COUNTRY AFTER THE
JULY COUP ARE FREE TO RETURN, BUT THAT PRINCE RANARIDDH MUST STAND TRIAL

// RANARIDDH ACT ; ‘
023 -- I CANNOT NOW SET ANY DATE FOR MY RETURN SINCE HIS MAJESTY THE KING,
UNDER THE CAMPAIGN ORCHESTRATED BY HUN SEN AGAINST HIM, AGAINST THE
MONARCHY AND SO ON -- YOU KNOW WE BELIEVE ‘THAT THE RETURN OF KING WILL NOT
ONLY FAVOR THE RETURN OF OPPONENTS, BUT TO MY OWN RETURN AND WILL ALSO
PROVIDE GUARANTEES TO THE SAFETY OF THE RETURNEES.
// END ACT //
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HUN SEN HAS SET ELECTIONS FOR JULY 26TH, AND SOME POLITICIANS HAVE ALREADY

RETURNED. SOME DIPLOMATIC ANALYSTS HAVE SUGGESTED THIS DEMONSTRATES AN

EROSION OF SUPPORT FOR PRINCE RANARIDDH. BUT HE DENIED THIS, SAYING HE
ORDERED THEM TO GO BACK.

// OPT // THE EUROPEAN UNION IS GIVING CAMBODIA AN 11-POINT-FIVE MILLION
DOLLAR GRANT FOR ELECTORAL AID WITHOUT ANY PRECONDITIONS, SUCH AS THE SAFE
RETURN OF PRINCE RANARIDDH TO PARTICIPATE IN THE POLLS. PRINCE RANARIDDH
EXPRESSED UNHAPPINESS ‘AT THE E-U MOVE, SAYING THAT HIS RETURN REPRESENTS A
PRINCIPLE OF DEMOCRATIC CHOICE.

// RANARIDDH ACT // °
088 -- WHEN YOU, THE PRESS, TALK ABOUT RANARIDDH, DON’T TALK ABOUT
RANARIDDH AS AN INDIVIDUAL, TALK ABOUT RANARIDDH AS A PRINCIPLE. AND SO
THE TIME WHEN THEY DON’'T LINK THE GRANTING OF AID TO MY RETURN, I THINK IT
IS AGAINST DEMOCRACY, IT IS AGAINST THE PRINCIPLE AND IN THAT SENSE, I AM
NOT ONLY DISAPPOINTED, I AM NOT HAPPY WITH THE E-U.
// END ACT // // END OPT //

AFTER THE INTERVIEW, A RANARIDDH AIDE SAID INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE MUST BE
STEPPED UP FOR PRINCE RANARIDDH'’S RETURN, SAYING THAT "TIME IS GETTING

SHORT." (SIGNED)

NEB/GPT
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DATE=February 2, 1998
TYPE=CORRESPONDENT REPORT
NUMBER=2 -
TITLE=CAMBODIA-POL (L ONLY)
BYLINE=GARY THOMAS
DATELINE=BANGKOK

EDITOR=

CONTENT=

VOICED AT:

INTRO: A PROMINENT CAMBODIAN OPPOSITION POLITICIAN IS THREATENING TO
WITHDRAW FROM THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS UNLESS THERE IS A MARKED IMPROVEMENT
IN THE POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE. AS VOA CORRESPONDENT GARY THOMAS REPORTS
FROM OUR SOUTHEAST ASIA BUREAU IN BANGKOK, THE THREAT ADDS FURTHER
UNCERTAINTY ABOUT THE PLANNED POLLS.

TEXT: SAM RAINSY, LEADER OF THE KHMER NATION PARTY, SAYS HIS PARTY WILL
BOYCOTT CAMBODIA’S ELECTIONS UNLESS THE GOVERNMENT OF CO-PRIME MINISTER
HUN SEN IMPROVES THE POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT.

IN A TELEPHONE INTERVIEW FROM PHNOM PENH, SAM RAINSY SAID OTHER OPPOSITIO:
PARTIES ALLIED WITH DEPOSED CO-PRIME MINISTER PRINCE NORODOM RANARIDDH
WILL ALSO PULL OUT IF THINGS DO NOT IMPROVE.

// SAM RAINSY ACT //
005-- IF THE CURRENT TREND CONTINUES, AND IF THERE IS NO IMPROVEMENT OF
THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN CAMBODIA, WE ARE GOING TO WITHDRAW FROM THE
ELECTORAL PROCESS. WE MEAN NOT ONLY THE KHMER NATION PARTY, BUT THE FOUR
PARTIES OF THE UNION OF CAMBODIAN DEMOCRATS,
// END ACT //

AMONG THE DEMANDS ARE THE SAFE AND FREE RETURN OF DEPOSED CO-PRIME
MINISTER PRINCE NORODOM RANARIDDH, FREE ACSESS TO ELECTRONIC MEDIA, THE
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DISMANTLING OF GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED MILITIAS, AND AMENDMENT OF THE
ELECTORAL LAW.

SAM RAINSY SAYS A FINAL DECISION ON A BOYCOTT WILL BE MADE BY MARCH 26TH,
WHICH IS THE DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES.

IN PHNOM PNEH, HUN SEN SHRUGGED OFF SAM RAINSY’S THREAT, SAYING IT IS
"NORMAL" FOR ONE OR TWO PARTIES NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN ELECTIONS.

CAMBODIA’S POLITICAL SCENE WAS THROWN IN CHAOS IN JULY, WHEN PRINCE
RANARIDDH WAS OUSTED BY HUN SEN IN WHAT AMOUNTED TO A COUP. PRINCE
RANARIDDH REMAINS IN EXILE, AND HUN SEN HAS CALLED NEW ELECTIONS FOR JULY

26TH.

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS OFFICIALS HAVE QUESTIONED WHETHER THE. POLLS
WILL BE FREE AND FAIR UNLESS CONDITIONS IMPROVE AND THE GOVERNMENT
SERIOUSLY INVESTIGATES THE KILLINGS OF MORE THAN 40 OF PRINCE RANARIDDH’S
SUPPORTERS AFTER THE COUP.

SAM RAINSY WAS ONE OF THE FIRST OPPOSITION POLITICIANS WHO FLED CAMBODIA
AFTER THE COUP TO RETURN. HE HAD HOPED TO FOSTER SOME KIND OF
RECONCILIATION, BUT.NOW SAYS HOPES FOR THAT ARE DIMMING.

// SAM RAINSY ACT // -
046 -- I AM BECOMING MORE AND MORE SKEPTICAL. HuUN SEN IS VERY NICE ON THE
SURFACE. HE LOOKS AND HE SOUNDS VERY CHARMING IN FRONT OF YOU. BUT
BEHIND YOUR BACK, HE DOES MANY TRICKY THINGS AGAINST YOU.

// END ACT //-

// OPT // SAM RAINSY COMPLAINS THAT THE INTERIOR MINISTER ALLOWED SPLINTER
FACTIONS TO REGISTER USING THE SAME NAME AND LOGO AS HIS PARTY, CHARGING
'IT WAS DONE TO GIVE ADVANTAGE TO HUN SEN’S CAMBODIAN PEOPLES’' PARTY.

// ' SAM RAINSY ACT // v
032 -- SO THIS IS A SILLY DECISION BY THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR TO ACCEPT
TO REGISTER A SO-CALLED ANOTHER PARTY, WHICH IS GOING TO CAUSE A LOT OF
CONFUSION. THE CONFUSION SERVES THE INTEREST OF THE C-P-P. AND I AM
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LIKELY TO LOSE 50 PER CENT OF MY SUPPORTERS BECAUSE THOSE WHO SUPPORT MY
STRUGGLE AGAINST HUN SEN NOW THEY WILL SEE ON THE BALLOT TWO K-N-PS.
// END ACT // // END OPT //

DESPITE HIS PESSIMISM, SAM RAINSY SAYS HE BELIEVES THAT THERE ARE STILL
GOOD PROSPECTS FOR A CEASEFIRE BETWEEN PRINCE RANARIDDH’S LOYALISTS AND
HUN SEN’S FORCES IN NORTHERN CAMBODIA BECAUSE OF THAILAND’S WILLINGNESS T(
MEDIATE. (SIGNED)

NEB/GPT
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‘DATE=2/ 8/ 88’ '
TYPE-BACKGROUND REPORT

- NUMBERe6~- ,
. TITLE-CAMBODIA-TOURISH ‘

" BYLINE®GARY. THOMAS -

.+ 'DATELINESSIEM RIEP CAMBODIA

* CONTENT= ,
VOICED AT: - !

INTRO: AS BEAUTIFUL AND HISTORIC AS IT IS, CAMBODJA IS NOT ON THE LIST
OF THE WORLD'S TOP TOURIST DESTINATIONS., A TURBULENT HISTORY OF
VIOLENCE AND CIVIL WAR HAS TENDED TO SCARE AWAY ALL BUT THE
HARDIEST TRAVELLERS. -BUT, AS VOA CORRESPONDENT GARY THOMAS HAS
FOUND,. AFTER A VISIT TO CAMBODIA’S MAIN TOURIST DRAW, CAMBODIANS
FEEL TIMES HAVE CHANGED -- AND ARE TRYING TO LURE TOURISTS BACK'

-~ TEXT: I CAMBODIAN FIDDLE MUSIC //.

A LONE MUSICIAN PLAYS AS THE SUN RISES OVER ANGKOR WAT THE 800 YEA "

OLD TEMPLE THAT IS THE'SYMBOL OF CAMBODIA. EVEN THE FINEST

PHOTOGRAPHS CANNOT DO JUSTICE TO THE SIGHT OF THE FIRST LIGHT OF DA"

SPLASHING ACROSS THE MAGNIFICENT SPIRES OF THIS ANCIENT WONDER, IT IS
A MAGiCAL MOMENT, INSPIRING WONDER AND AWE,

BUTITIS A MOMENT THAT FEW PEOPLE IN WORLD EXPERIENCE.  FOR WHEN*
MOST PEOPLE THINK OF CAMBODIA, THEY REMEMBER HEADLINES, NOT.
'HISTORY -- AND THE HEADLINES ABOUT KIDNAPPINGS, CIVIL WAR, AND A COU
“HAVE NOT BEEN GOOD FOR CAMBODIA. |

CAMBODIA ‘HAD PLACED GREAT HOPES IN DEVELOPING A TOURIST INDUSTRY
AFTER THE DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS OF 1993. WITH ANGKOR WAT AND THE
‘OTHER SURROUNDING . REMAINS OF THE ANCIENT ANGKOR CIVILIZATION AS A
NATURAL DRAW, THE TOURISTS DID START TO ARRIVE. BUT THEN CAME THE
JULY COUP IN WHICH ONE PRIME MINISTER FORCIBLY OUSTED HIS RIVAL
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TOURISM PLUMMETED BY 60 PER CENT IN THE SECOND HALF OF 1997
ACCORDING TO MINISTRY OF TOURISM STATISTICS.

- ‘NOW THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT s TRYING TO COUNTER THE BAD '

PUBLICITY AND WOQ THE TOURISTS BACK. WITH THE MOTTO "SEEING IS

_ BELIEVING " THE GOVERNMENT 1S TRYING TO CONVINCE TOURISTS THAT
~ CAMBODIA IS SAFE. AND RECENTLY THE THAI-BASED BANGKOK AIRWAYS

LAUNCHED DIRECT FLIGHTS FROM BANGKOK TO SIEM RIEP, HOME OF THE
ANGI(OR TEMPLES "THUS ELIMINATING THE NEED TO TRANSIT THROUGH THE

| CAPITAL PI-INOM PENH. .

A LOCAL TOUR GUIDE WHO GOES BY THE NICKNAME "YOKOHAMA" SAYS THE»
. TOURISTS STARTED TO TRICKLE BACK IN NOVEMBER."

[

¥ YOI(OHAMA ACT /T :

.' ﬂ?ﬂ'

| OM JULY, | MEAN PEOPLE DOESN'T COME BECAUSE MOST OF THE

EMBASSIES THEY ALWAYS SAY THE SITUATION IS A LITTLE BIT BAD BUT/IN
FACT, FROM THIS THE GOVERNMENT HAS PROMOTED A KIND ‘OF "SEEING 1S

BELIEVING," LIKE. THAT. LIKE, YOU'RE RIGHT HERE, PEACEFULLY AT ANGKOI
WAT IT'S READY FOR THE TOURISTS.

/1 END ACT 1

' .AT THE GATES OF ANGKOR WAT A TRAVEL AGENT FROM BELGIUM WHO GIVE

HER NAME ONLY AS PATSY SAYS CAMBODIA IS A HARD SELL TO HER CLIENTS.
BUT ON THIS, HER FIRST TRIP. TO CAMBODIA, SHE SAYS SHE IS CONVINCED THA

o IT IS INDEED SAFE.

{1 PATSY ACT //
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" HEN YOU TELL THE PEOPLE TO TRAVEL TO CAMBODIA, THEY TELL US IT'S

TOO DANGEROUS TO. GO, AND THEY RATHER WANT TO GO TO VIETNAM Ol
THAILAND. BUT WE HOPE IT WILL GO BETTER AFTER THE ELECTIONS AND
“WITH THE TRAVEL THAT | MADE TODAY, | CAN SHOW THE PEOPLE WHAT T

L SEE AND ITIS SAEE.

1 END ACT I

JIM WOODCOCK. AN AMERICAN TOURIST FROM MIDLAND TEXAS, WAS$ ASKED
IF HE WAS WORRIED ABOUT SECURITY CONDITIONS.

// WOODCOCK ACT /]

OH M|LDLY BUT WE DECIDED WE'D TAKE THE R!SK AND COME ON OVER
ANYWAY

/I END ACT //

SIEM:RIEP 1S A SMALL TOWN AND THE TOURIST INFRASTRUCTURE IS STILL
RUDIMENTARY. THERE ARE ABOUT 35 HOTELS AND GUEST HOUSES OF
VARYING QUALITY. SEVERAL HOTELS WERE IN THE MIDST OF CONSTRUCTION

. WHEN THE JULY COUP TOOK PLACE AND THE OWNERS TEMPORARILY HALTED

o WORK

:'THE SINGAPORE-BASED RAFFLE/HOTEL CHAIN TOOK A BIG RlSK IN BUYING THE
'OLD GRAND HOTEL D'ANGKOR AND COMPLETELY RENOVAT!NG iT. WITH

ROOMS STARTING AT OVER 300 DOLLARS A NIGHT ,RANGING UP TO 19-
HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR A VILLA; THE COMPANY IS- GAMBLING THAT WEALTH‘I
TRAVELLERS, AS OPPOSED TO YOUNG BACKPACKERS WILL COME TO SIEM RIEP

'TO SEE THE WOND_ERS OF ANGKOR.
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BUT THE ATTITUDE OF THE HOTEL'S OWNERS SEEMS TO BE IS "BUILD IT, AND
THEY WILL COME." GILBERT MADHAVAN, MANAGER .OF THE HOTEL, SAYS
- CAMBODIA’S TOURIST POTENTIAL IS VERY HIGH.'

...l MADHAVAN ACT //
'OH, WE'RE HERE FOR THE LONG TERM. A HOTEL WE'LOOK AT, WHAT, 6!
'YEARS, 90 YEARS INVESTMENT. SO IN THE LONG TERM, WE SEE A BIG
, " POTENTIAL IN CAMBODIA. AND ESPECIALLY IN SIEM RIEP BECAUSE OF TH
i " ANGKOR TEMPLES. THE ANGKOR TEMPLES HAVE ALWAYS BEEN A BIG
“ DRAW AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE A BIG DRAW.

Il END ACT /I

. BUT, SAY MANY TOURISTS AND TOUR OPERATORS, MUCH WILL DEPEND ON
WHETHER THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS, SCHEDULED FOR JULY, WILL BRING BACK
' A MEASURE OF POLITICAL STABILITY = AND BRING BACK MORE TOURISTS WIT
L A Y ; SR

(FIDDLE MUSIC UNDER AND FADE) (SIGNED)

- :'O'P'f..'AN.NOUNC.ER CLOSE: . IN HIS NEXT REPORT, GARY THOMAS WILL TAKE
LISTENERS ON' A TOUR.OF THE ANGKOR TEMPLES."

... NEB/GPT/FC
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DATE=2/6/98
TYPE=BACKGROUND REPORT
. NYMBERe6-

: TITLE-CAHBODIA-ANGKOR
BYLINE=GARY THOMAS .-

. DATELINE=SIEM- RIEP, cAnsonxa
CONTENT=

. +"VOICED AT.

"~ eINTRO: THE WORLD IS FULL OF THE FADED WONDERS 'OF ANCIENT .
CIVILIZATIONS -- I'HE PYRAMIDS OF EGYPT, THE CITY OF PETRA IN JORDAN TI-
GREAT:WALL OF CHINA. BUT ONE OF THE MOST AWE-INSPIR!NG - AND LEAS
VISITED. -- SITES IS IN CAMBODIA. IN THIS SECOND OF TWO PARTS VOA

_ CORRESPONDENT GARY' THOMAS TAI(ES US.ON A TOUR OF ANCIENT RUINS OF
ANGKOR

TEX}T:‘ 11 FLUTE MUSIC J/

A YOUNG FLUTIST, ONE LEG MISSING FROM A LANDMINE, PLAYS A PLAINTIVE:
" MELODY AS wsn-oas CROSS THE MOAT THAT LEADS TO THE caown JEWEL (’f’
' THE ANCIENT ANGKOR cnvmzmon = ANGKOR WAT.

ANGKOR WAT IS A TEMPLE THAT WAS THE CENTERPIECE OF THE POWERFUL' '
DYNASTY THAT RULED :NOT ONLY CAMBODIA, BUT PARTS OF VIETNAM LAQS, '
'THAILAND AND MALAYSIA FOR SOME FOUR CENTURIES AT THE PEAK OF TS -
POWER FOR UNKNOWN REASONS, ANGKOR WAS ‘ABANDONED IN 1431 AND
LEFT TO THE RAVAGES OF THE JUNGLE, THE ELEMENTS, AND WAR - UNTIL

- REDISCOVERED BY A FRENCH ARCHEOLOGIST SOME 130 YEARS AGO.

WALKING ALONG THE ONE-HALF KILOMETER LONG APPROACH ALLOWS A
VISITOR TO SLOWLY APPRECIATE THE WONDER OF ANGKOR WAT.: BUILT.BY
KING SURYAVARMAN. THE SECOND MORE THAN 800 YEARS AGQ, T WAS
" DEDICATED TO THE HINDU GOD VISHNU: THE FIVE| SPIRES, TOWERING SOME €5
METERS HIGH, SOAR ABOVE THE LANDSCAPE IN A VISION THAT I5°As FAMILIAF%l

A}
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' TO CAMBODIANS AS THE PYRAMIDS ARE TO EGYPTIANS. THE STRUCT URE
.‘APPEARS ON BOTH THE CAMBODIAN FLAG AND THE CURRENCY.- THE GREY

STONE CHANGES COLOR TO A BURNT ORANGE IN THE SETTING: AFTERNOON
SUN.:" ‘ :

"THE ENTRANCE TO THE CENTRAL PART OF THE TEMPLE ITSELF INVOLVES A
CLIMB. UP SOME 30 WELL-WORN, SLIPPERY STEPS. BUT THAT DOES NOT- DETEL

AN ELDERLY AUSTRALIAN TOURIST. JOHN WHITE SAYS HE HAS BEEN WAITING
‘ FOR THlS ALL HIS LIFE.’

/Il WHITE ACT //

'VE ALWAYS WANTED TO SEE: ANGKOR WAT EVER SINCE [ WAS A
CHILD. I'M .66 YEARS OLD, AND EVER SINCE I'VE BEEN A KID, THEY'
USED TO HAVE CHOCOLATES WITH CARDS IN THEM OF THE PYRAMID‘
AND THAT, AND THEY HAD THIS. AND | JUST THOUGHT IT" WOULD B
GREAT. | JUST DIDN'T REALIZE IT WAS GOING T_O BE AS BIG ASIT IS,

/I END ACT //

ALONG THE 800- METER LONG UPPER WALL ARE A SERIES OF STUNNINGLY-

. CARVED RELIEFS, DEPICTING HINDU RELIGIOUS SCENES AND EPIC EVENTS IN .
KHMER HISTORY. UNFORTUNATELY, MANY OF THE CARVED STATUES HAVE

© BEEN VANDALIZED, soms BY THE KHMER ROUGE, SAY LOCAL RESIDENTS, AND

"OTHERS HAVE BEEN STOLEN FOR SALE ON THE ART woam S BLACK MARKET.

' THE PEACEFUL SCENE IS MARRED BY LITTER STREWN ABOUT, INCLUDING

‘ THOUSANDS OF PLASTIC BAGS FROM THE OMNIPRESENT AND PERSISTENT
VENDORS SELLING EVERYTHING FROM COLD DRINKS TO' TACKY SOUVENIRS
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// VENDORS ACT /I
\\Ié« YOU BUY SOMETHING, MISTER? YOU BUY:FROM ME?
H END ACT //

" THE GUARDS ARE SUPPOSED TO KEEP VENDORS OUT OF ANGKOR WAT PROPEH
BUT THE VENDORS SAY THEY SIMPLY ‘BRIBE THEM TO BE ALLOWED IN TO HAW §
© THEIR WARES. THEY CANNOT FAULTED TOO MUCH; AFTER ALL, THESE ARE

. EXTREMELY POOR PEOPLE WHOSE ONLY INCOME S FROM SALES TO TOURISTS.

STILL; THE VENDORS -- MANY OF WHOM ARE ONLY CHILDREN - ARE A IARRINC |
‘NOTE IN AN OTHERWISE BEAUTIFUL SCENE.

. .IUST DOWN THE ROAD FROM: ANGKOR WAT, 15 THE ANCIENT- CITY OF ANGI(OI
THOM -- OR WHAT" IS LEFT OF IT. AT THE HEIGHT OF ITS POWER THE cITyY
MEASURED SOME NINE SQUARE KILOMETERS AND HOUSED PERHAPS ONE
MILLION PEOPLE. BUT BECAUSE THE RESIDENCES WERE ALL WOOD ALL THAT
, .REMAIN ARE TEMPLES AND PALACES IN.VARYING STATES OF DECAY.

‘ BUT WHAT | S -LEFT IS IMPRESSIVE. THE GIANT CARVED FACES OF THE BAYON
TEMPLE MAVE AN UNSETTLING EFFECT ON A VISITOR; SOME HAVE DEEP
v 'FROWNS OTHERS HAVE ENIGMATIC SMILES. SOME VISITORS FIND .THE TEMPLE
MORE IMPRESSIVE THAN ANGKOR WAT. A JAPANESE CONSORTIUM 113 ENGAGEE ‘

~IN RESTORATION TRYING TO SAVE THE REST OF THE STRUCT URE FROM
¥ _CRUMBLING '

- BUT, MANY VISITORS - |NCLUDING THIS REPORTER -- PREFER THE MONASTERY
. AND' TEMPLE OF TA PROHM\A SHORT DISTANCE FROM ANGKOR ‘THOM.
ALTHOUGH THE SURROUNDING -COUNTRYSIDE HAS BEEN CLEARED AWAY

174



.
‘ 4
.
p N .
. » LI . 0 .
.

FROM MANY OF THE ANGKOR MONUMENTS TA PROHM HAS FOR THE MOST
PART BEEN LEFT TO. THE MERCY OF THE JUNGLE.

) * 11 JUNGLE: SOUNDS ACT 7/ -

NO soumo EXCEPT THE JUNGLE INTRUDES HERE AND' A VISITOR CAN IMAGINE |
. WHAT IT MUST HAVE BEEN LIKE TO:HAVE BEEN THE' FIRST PERSON TO STUMBL

"+ UPON THE ‘RUINS OF AN ANCIENT CIVILIZATION. THE FORCE OF NATURE .
_'INTERTWINES WITH THE WORK OF HUMANKIND, AS CENTURIES-OLD: TREES

.~ SURROUND'AND CHQ!(,E MUCH OF THE STRUCTURE. IT (S DEEPLY MOVING

| LIKE THE REST OF ANGKOR, IT IS A TESTAMENT. TO BOTH A ONCE-.GLORIOUS
. CIVILIZATION, AND THE INEXORABLY POWERFUL FORCE OF NATURE. '

« " As | STOOD THERE, | WONDERED WHETHER THE REMNANTS OF OUR

" QIVILIZATION WILL EVER PROVOKE THE SAME AIR OF WONDERMENT AND AWE
i AS DO THE RUINS OF ANGKOR. ‘

Ll J_UN_GL'E sounns AND FADE //

. (SIGNED):

' : NEB/GPT/FC L
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DATE=April 23, 1998
TYPE=CORRESPONDENT REPORT
NUMBER=2-
TITLE=CAMBODIA-KHMER ROUGE
BYLINE=GARY THOMAS
DATELINE=BANGKOK

EDITOR=

CONTENT=

VOICED AT:

INTRO: THE SENIOR GENERAL OF CAMBODIA’'S OPPOSITION IN EXILE DENIES HAVING
LINKS TO THE KHMER ROUGE. GENERAL NHIEK BUN CHHAY REPUDIATED COMMENTS HE
MADE IN AN INTERVIEW TO THAI TELEVISION AND REBROADCAST BY OTHER NEWS
OUTLETS. HOWEVER, AS VOA CORRESPONDENT GARY THOMAS REPORTS FROM OUR
SOUTHEAST ASIA BUREAU IN BANGKOK, HIS DENIAL CONTRADICTS HIS OWN ON THE
RECORDED COMMENTS MADE BARELY 24 HOURS BEFORE.

TEXT: GENERAL NHIEK BUN CHHAY, THE COMMANDER OF FORCES LOYAL TO DEPOSED
CO-PRIME MINISTER PRINCE NORODOM RANARIDDH, REJECTS WHAT HE CALLS "RUMORS
SPREAD BY THE MEDIA" THAT HE HAS TIES WITH THE KHMER ROUGE.

IN A STATEMENT ISSUED FROM HIS HEADQUARTERS IN NORTHERN CAMBODIA, HE DENIED
A THAI T-V REPORT THAT KHMER ROUGE FORCES HAD MERGED WITH HIS TROOPS AND
THAT TA MOK, A SENIOR KHMER ROUGE COMMANDER KNOWN FOR HIS BRUTALITY, WOULD
BE HIS ADVISOR. HE SPECIFICALLY REJECTED V-O-A’S BROADCAST OF THE STORY
WEDNESDAY, WHICH QUOTED FROM THE INTERVIEW AIRED BY THAI TELEVISION CHANNEL
THREE.

HE ADMITS THAT SOME KHMER ROUGE IN ANLONG VENG HAVE COME TO HIM TO
SURRENDER BUT THAT HE HAS NOT MADE ANY DECISION ON WHETHER TO ACCEPT THEM.
HE SAYS HE CAN ONLY WELCCME KHMER ROUGE DEFECTORS WHO HAVE SEVERED LINKS
WITH THE LEADERS INVOLVED IN KHMER ROUGE GBNOCIDB;//‘
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THE GENERAL CALLED FOR THE UNITED NATIONS TO SEND OBSERVERS TO VERIFY THE
SITUATION FOR THEMSELVES.

HOWEVER, DESPITE HIS DENIALS, NHIEK BUN CHHAY DID ANNOUNCE AN UPCOMING
MERGER WITH KHMER ROUGE ELEMENTS. CHANNEL THREE MADE A COPY OF THE
TELEPHONE INTERVIEW WITH NHIEK BUN CHHAY AVAILABLE TO V-0O-A, SPEAKING IN
THAI, HE IS CLEARLY HEARD SAYING KHMER ROUGE FORCES WILL JOIN WITH ROYALIST
FORCES, WITH HIM AS COMMANDER. HE SAYS THE OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT MAY COME
NEXT WEE§ == AND THAT THE MEDIA WILL BE INVITED TO WITNESS THE MERGER.

. // NHIEK BUN CHHAY ACT IN THAI //

UNDER CLOSE SCRUTINY, THE DENIAL IS LESS THAN CATEGORICAL. THE REMAINING
KHMER ROUGE ELEMENTS HAVE REINVENTED THEMSELVES UNDER A NEW NAME CALLING
THEMSELVES THE "NATIONAL SOLIDARITY PARTY" -- AND ARE THEREFORE, IN A
TECHNICAL SENSE, NOT "KHMER ROUGE." MOREOVER, NHIEK BUN CHHAY DENIES THAT
THERE HAS BEEN A MERGER -- BUT DOES NOT DENY AN UPCOMING ONE.

AS FOR TA MOK, NHIEK BUN CHHAY SAID TO THE ASSOCIATED PRESS TA MOK WOULD BE
ADVISOR TO THE NATIONAL SOLIDARITY PARTY, NOT TO THE ROYALIST MILITARY
FORCES, AS WAS INITIALLY REPORTED.

THE ISSUE OF CONSORTING WITH THE KHMER ROUGE -- OR WHATEVER THEY WISH TO BE

CALLED NOW -- IS A VERY TOUCHY ONE. KEEPING UP CONTACT WITH THE KHMER

ROUGE COULD SCUTTLE THE FRAGILE AND COMPLEX JAPANESE PEACE PLAN UNDER WHICH

PRINCE RANARIDDH, OUSTED BY A COUP LAST JULY, WAS ALLOWED TO RETURN HOME SO
_HE COULD COMPETE UNHINDERED IN UPCOMING ELECTIONS. ~

v PRINCE RANARIDDH WAS FOUND GUILTY OF CONSPIRING WITH THE MOVEMENT BY A
PHNOM PENH COURT, BUT WAS GRANTED AMNESTY UNDER TERMS OF THE JAPANESE PEACE
PLAN. BUT THE PLAN ALSO CALLS ON PRINCE RANARIDDH AND HIS FOLLOWERS TO
SEVER ALL TIES WITH THE KHMER ROUGE.

MOREVER, NHIEK BUN CHHAY AND THE OTHER OPPOSITION GENERALS HAVE NOT
RECEIVED ANY SUCH AMNESTY, DESPITE EFFORTS BY PRINCE RANRIDDH TO OBTAIN A

ROYAL PARDON FOR THEM. 'WHILE CONTACT WITH THE KHMER ROUGE MAY GIVE THEM
SOME MILITARY EDGE, IT COULD WELL KILL WHATEVER CHANCE THERE IS FOR AN

AMNESTY FOR THE ROYALIST GENERALS, (SIGNED)

NEB/GPT
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DATE=May 6, 1998
TYPE=CORRESPONDENT REPORT
NUMBER=2 -
TITLE=THAILAND-HUN SEN (S)
BYLINE=GARY THOMAS
DATELINE=BANGKOK

EDITOR=

CONTENT=

VOICED AT:

INTRO: CAMBODIAN LEADER HUN SEN HAS ARRIVED IN THAILAND FOR A BREIF VISIT.
HUN SEN IS TO MEET WITH THAILAND’S LEADERSHIP TO DISCUSS A VARIETY OF

ISSUES, INCLUDING FIGHTING CLOSE TO THE BORDER AND THE SITUATION OF NEARLY
90-THOUSAND CAMBODIAN REFUGEES IN THAILAND. VOA CORRESPONDENT GARY THOMAS

REPORTS FROM BANGKOK.

TEXT: HUN SEN IGNORED REPORTERS’ QUESTIONS UPON ARRIVAL IN BANGKOK AND
HEADED STRAIGHT FbR HIS LODGINGS AT A BANGKOK HOTEL. AIDES SAY HE WILL
HAVE NO PUBLIC COMMENTS TO MAKE UNTIL A NEWS CONFERENCE SCHEDULED FOR
THURSDAY MORNING BANGKOK TIME.

HIS OFFICIAL SCHEDULE FOR WEDNESDAY ONLY LISTS A MEETING WITH PRIME
MINISTER CHUAN LEEKPAI AND A SIGNING CEREMONY FOR A BILATERAL AGREEMENT ON
NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION. THE SCHEDULED TALKS ARE EXPECTED TO CENTER ON THE
FIGHTING ALONG THE BORDER BETWEEN CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT FORCES AND THE
REMNANTS OF THE KHMER ROUGE MOVEMENT. THE FIGHTING HAS CREATED A NEW WAVE
OF REFUGEES FLEEING ACROSS THE BORDER TO THAILAND.

AIDES ARE SILENT ABOUT WITH WHOM HE IS MEETING AND WHAT THEY ARE TALKING
ABOUT DURING THE BLANK SPACES IN HIS SCHEDULE. BUT IT IS EXPECTED THEY
WILL DEAL WITH THE TOUCHY POLITICAL SITUATION IN CAMBODIA AND ARRANGEMENTS
FOR JULY'S ELECTIONS -- ARRANGEMENTS MANY ANALYSTS SAY ARE WOEFULLY
INADEQUATE. (SIGNED)
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DATE=May 6, 1998
TYPE=CORRESPONDENT REPORT
NUMBER=2 - '
TITLE=THAILAND-HUN SEN (1)
BYLINE=GARY THOMAS
DATELINE=BANGKOK

EDITOR=

CONTENT=

VOICED AT:

INTRO: CAMBODIAN LEADER HUN SEN HAS ARRIVED IN THAILAND FOR A BRIEF VISIT.
HUN SEN IS TO MEET WITH THAILAND'’S LEADERSHIP TO DISCUSS A VARIET& OF
TSSUES, INCLUDING FIGHTING CLOSE TO THE BORDER AND THE SITUATION OF NEARLY
90-THOUSAND CAMBODIAN REFUGEES IN THAILAND. AS VOA CORRESPONDENT GARY
THOMAS REPORTS FROM BANGKOK, HE IS KEEPING A VERY GUARDED SCHEDULE.

TEXT: UPON ARRIVAL IN BANGKOK, HUN SEN IGNORED THE QUESTIONS OF WAITING
REPORTERS' QUESTIONS AND HEADED IMMEDIATELY FOR HIS LODGINGS AT A LOCAL
HOTEL, WHERE HE REMAINED ALL AFTERNOON. HE EMERGED ONLY IN THE LATE
AFTERNOON FOR A MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER CHUAN LEEKPAI AND A SIGNING
CEREMONY FOR A BILATERAL AGREEMENT ON NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION, TO BE
FOLLOWED BY AN OFFICIAL DINNER.

THE SCHEDULED TALKS ARE EXPECTED TO CENTER ON THE FIGHTING ALONG THE
BORDER BETWEEN CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT FORCES AND THE REMNANTS OF THE KHMER
ROUGE MOVEMENT. THE FIGHTING HAS CREATED A NEW WAVE OF REFUGEES FLEEING
ACROSS THE BORDER TO THAILAND, ‘

WHAT WAS INTRIGUING WAS THE LARGE BLOCK OF UNACCOUNTED-FOR TIME IN HIS
SCHEDULE. HIS OFFICIAL PROGRAM FOR HIS 36-HOUR‘VISIT LISTS NO
APPOINTMENTS FOR EITHER WEDNESDAY MORNING OR FOR THE ENTIRE AFTERNOON,
LEADING REPORTERS TO WONDER JUST WHO THE CAMBODIAN LEADER WAS MEETING
WITH.
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HUN SEN TURNED DOWN REPEATED REQUESTS FOR AN INTERVIEW WITH V-O-A. AIDES
ALSO REFUSED TO COMMENT, SAYING THAT HUN SEN WILL HAVE NOTHING TO SAY
UNTIL A NEWS CONFERENCE, CURRENTLY SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY MORNING BANGKOK

TIME.

CAMBODIA IS IN AN EXTREMELY DELICATE POLITICAL SITUATION, WITH ELECTIONS
SCHEDULED FOR JULY. YET THERE IS CONSIDERABLE UNCERTAINTY IN THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY ABOUT WHETHER TRULY FREE, FAIR, AND CREDIBLE
ELECTIONS CAN BE MOdNTED BY THE JULY 26TH DATE.

ELECTION PREPARATIONS ARE FAR BEHIND SCHEDULED AND, ACCORDING TO PHNOM
PENH BASED DIPLOMATS, WOEFULLY INADEQUATE. THERE IS ALSO CONCERN ABOUT
WHAT DIPLOMATS HAVE DESCRIBED AS AN ATMOSPHERE OF POLITICAL INTIMIDATION.

PRINCE NORODOM RANARIDDH WAS DEPOSED AS CO-PRIME MINISTER LAST YEAR BY HUN
SEN. HE ONLY RETURNED TO CAMBODIA MONDAY UNDER TERMS OF A COMPLEX
JAPANESE-BROKERED PEACE PLAN TO TAKE UP RESIDENCE AND BEGIN HIS ELECTION
CAMPAIGN. HIS OWN TROOPS HAVE BEEN FIGHTING THE PHNOM PENH GOVERNMENT
FORCES IN NORTHERN CAMBODIA SINCE THE JULY COUP.

REPORTS SAY A RANARIDDH COMMANDER WILL TRAVEL TO CAMBODIA TO DISCUSS A
PERMANENT CEASE-FIRE WITH THE GOVERNMENT AND THE REINTEGRATION OF THE
PRO-RANARIDDH FORCES INTO THE REGULAR CAMBODIAN ARMY.

UNDER THE JAPANESE PEACE PLAN, PRINCE RANARIDDH OBTAINED AN AMNESTY FOR
OFFENSES HE IS ALLEGED TO HAVE COMMITTED DURING THE EVENTS OF LAST JULY.
THE PRINCE WANTS A SIMILAR AMNESTY FOR HIS TOP MILITARY COMMANDER, BUT HUN
SEN HAS OPPOSED ANY SUCH MOVE. (SIGNED)

NEB/GPT
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DATE=5/10/98
TYPE=BACKGROUND REPORT
NUMBER=5-40324 .
TITLE=CAMBODIA / REFUGEES
BYLINE=GARY THOMAS
DATELINE=SISAKET PROVINCE
CONTENT=

VOICED AT:

INTRO: THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT IS BATTLING THE LAST REMNANTS
OF THE ONCE-FEARED KHMER ROUGE MOVEMENT IN NORTHERN
CAMBODIA. THE NEW FIGHTING HAS SPARKED A NEW WAVE OF
REFUGEES CROSSING INTO THAILAND TO ESCAPE THE CLASHES. V-O-A
CORRESPONDENT GARY THOMAS VISITED THE BORDER TO ASSESS THE
SITUATION AND-. FILES THIS REPORT.

TEXT:

I/ SOUNDS OF ENGINES AND VOICES, IN AND UNDER //°

THEY STREAM ACROSS THE BORDER TO THAILAND BY EVERY CONVEYANCE
IMAGINABLE. A FORTUNATE FEW MAKE THE TRIP FROM THE BORDER, 12
KILOMETERS AWAY, TO THE HASTILY ERECTED CAMP BY TRUCK. MOST
COME IN RICKETY CARTS PILED WITH THEIR MEAGER BELONGINGS. SOME
CARTS ARE PULLED BY ENGINE-POWERED PLOWS, SOME BY WATER
BUFFALO AND SOME BY HUMAN BEINGS.

THE DEATH OF KHMER ROUGE LEADER POL POT LAST MONTH SPARKED
ANOTHER SCHISM WITHIN THE SECRETIVE GUERRILLA MOVEMENT BETWEEN
THOSE WHO WANTED TO DEFECT TO: THE GOVERNMENT AND THOSE --
LED BY POL POT'S LIEUTENANT, TA MOK -- WHO WANTED TO FIGHT ON.

IT ALSO SPARKED ANOTHER EXODUS OF REFUGEES A8 AN ESTIMATED 18-
TO 20 THOUSAND PRI CAMBODIANS CROSSED THE BORDER WITHIN
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THE PAST WEEK OR SO FROM THE AREA AROUND ANLONG VENG, WHERE
THE REMAINING KHMER ROUGE ARE MAKING A DESPERATE STAND ‘
AGAINST PHNOM PENH FORCES.

A HASTILY-ERECTED CAMP HAS BEEN SET UP IN SISAKET PROVINCE BY THE
THAI ARMY TO HOUSE THE REFUGEES SOME 12 KILOMETERS FROM THE
BORDER. ON THIS BLISTERINGLY HOT DAY, THE CAMBODIANS ARE
MOVING INTO THE CAMP FROM A TEMPORARY SITE CLOSER TO THE
BORDER. "

THE TERM "CAMP" MAY BE A BIT MISLEADING. FOR THERE IS AS YET
VERY LITTLE FOR THE REFUGEES ON THIS HOT, DUSTY PLAIN ON THE THAI
SIDE OF THE BORDER. PLASTIC SHEETS PROVIDE ELEMENTARY SHELTER.
THERE IS LITTLE NATURAL SHADE. WATER MUST BE TRUCKED IN. A FEW
VENDORS SELL FOOD AND CLOTHING. WHAT SANITARY FACILITIES THERE
ARE ARE OF THE MOST RUDIMENTARY KIND.

// CROWD NOISE AND UNDER //
THE MEDICAL TENT IS DOING A BRISK BUSINESS. A COMBINED THAI-
GERMAN MEDICAL TEAM EXAMINES PEOPLE AND TRIES TO TREAT THEIR
COMPLAINTS. WOLFGANG HLADIK OF THE MALTESE ORDER -- A GERMAN-
BASED GROUP THAT HAS SENT IN MEDICAL HELP -- SAYS THE COMPLAINTS
ARE ABOUT WHAT ONE WOULD EXPECT UNDER THESE CONDITIONS.
/l HLADIK ACTUALITY //

BASICALLY, THEY ARE A BIT EXHAUSTED BY THE LONG WALKING.
AND, OF COURSE, CHILDREN ARE GETTING EASILY DEHYDRATED,
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SUFFERING FROM DIARRHEA, PNEUMONIA, AND A BIT A MALARIA.
BUT THERE'S NO SERIOUS HEALTH PROBLEM YET.

/1 END ACTUALITY //

FOR MANY OF THE REFUGEES, THIS IS THE FIRST THEY HAVE EVER BEEN
OUTSIDE THEIR ENCLOSED EXISTENCE WITHIN KHMER ROUGE-HELD
TERRITORY IN ANLONG VENG. SO ISOLATED HAVE THEY BEEN THAT
MANY HAVE NEVER SEEN A WESTERNER BEFORE. A VISITING WESTERN

REPORTER WALKING THROUGH THEIR MIDST IS STARED AT LIKE HE WAS
FROM ANOTHER PLANET.

MANY OF THE MEN APPEAR TO BE KHMER ROUGE. THEY ARE WEARING
OLIVE-GREEN UNIFORMS WITH THE DISTINCTIVE MAO-STYLE CAP. NEARLY
EVERYONE HAS A GREEN MILITARY PACK.

COLONEL CHAWISAT PRICHIBON — THE THAI MILITARY COMMANDER [N
THE AREA -- DENIES THERE ARE'ANY KHMER ROUGE HERE. THEY ARE ALL,

HE SAYS, CIVILIANS: KHMER FROM ANLONG VENG, AS HE REFERS TO
THEM.

NEVERTHELESS, THAI POLICE ARE OBSERVED TO STOP SEARCH SEVERAL OF
THE CAMBODIANS’ CARTS, PRESUMABLY FOR WEAPONS. THAI OFFICERS

SAY PRIVATELY THEY ALLOW KHMER ROUGE IN, AS LONG AS THEY ARE
NOT ARMED.

/1 REST OPTIONAL //

MOST OF THE REFUGEES ARE TOO FRIGHTENED TO TALK TO A REPORTER.
BUT ONE MAN AGREES TO TALK, AS LONG AS HE REMAINS ANONYMOUS.
IN HALTING ENGLISH, HE SAYS MOST OF THE PEOPLE ARE CIVILIANS, BUT
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CONFIDES THAT MANY KHMER ROUGE FIGHTERS HAVE ALSO COME
ACROSS. HE SAYS SOME KHMER ROUGE DEPOSIT THEIR FAMILIES IN THE
CAMP, THEN RETURN BACK TO JOIN IN THE FIGHT. HE SAYS THE KHMER
ROUGE ARE TRYING TO RECRUIT PEOPLE TO GO BACK WITH THEM TO

FIGHT WITH TA MOK AND HIS HARDLINERS -- BUT WITHOUT MUCH
SUCCESS.

// MAN ACTUALITY //
SOME THEY TRY TO MOBILIZE PEOPLE HERE TO GO BACK TO THE
BATTLEFIELD. BUT THEY REFUSE TO GO. BECAUSE THEY SAY
THEY LEFT THEIR HOMES TO AVOID FIGHTING. THE LEADER THEY
BRING BACK (TA MOK) THEY OPPOSE.

/I END ACTUALITY //

ASKED WHEN HE MIGHT GO BACK, THE MAN SAYS -- WITH DISARMING
SIMPLICITY -- WHEN IT IS SAFE AND, HE ADDS. WHEN THERE ARE
GUARANTEES FROM INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES FOR THEIR SAFETY. (SOUND
UNDER AND FADE) (SIGNED) |

NEB / WD / WD

NEB/GPT
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