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Thesis Title The Thai Government's Policies towards the

Chinese in Thailand (A.D..1932'- 1957)

~ Name : Phuwadol Songprasert
Department History
Academic Year 1926
JABSTRACT

This'is afstudy of the ThaiiGoyernment's policies towards
the Chinese in Thailand bétween 1932 and 1957. It includes the
study of the reason behind esch policy by examining activities
and roles of the Chinese in Thailands “Activities and roles of
the Chinese are accepted as one §f causes of any policies and
measures from Thai Go#érnment both directly and indirectly.

This study ié also done along with the study of thedipllitical
climate and the attitude in general of the Thai Government of
each period during those timese

The policies, sthe measures empléyed, their success, and
obstacles are discussed, including the attitude and reéponse to
these policies, either pbsitive or negative, of the Chinese
community in Thailands

Excluding the introduction and conclusion, this thesis
consists of 5 chapterse The introduction déals mainly with the

sources of the problems, the purpose, scope, value, and methodology



of this research. The historical perspectivé of the Chinese
problems in Thailand, its policies and measures before 1932 are
briefly discussed.

Chapter'I aims at‘servihg as/background for introcucing
this study. This chapter also disgusses\the substances and
measures of Thai Governhent before 1932, which more or less af-
fected the "Chinese‘poiicy_making" even after the 1932 couﬁ.

Chapter II examines Thailand's major problens after the
1932 coup and investigétes the Chinésé roles and éctivitieé in
poiiticél. economic, social.and educational aspects upto 1938
during'Coloﬁel Phahon's gegime, which became one serious problem
of Thai Government and led.to the Thai.Government under Colonel
Phahon to formulate "Chinese éblicy" fof solving those problems..

Chaﬁter ITI dealé with the general policies of the first
Phibults regime (1938 ~ 1944) which were~foughér and of more
nationalistic nafure‘than the previous Government.  As a result,A
the Government's policies towards the Chinese inkadministration,
economic métters'agd control of the Chinese education were tigh=
téned. This part Studies the attitude.of Government in particu~
lar and the Thai society in genefal,'{ncluding the response of
the Chinese égainst fhose tough,pélicies and measures impoéed
on“then by theyThai Government [during that period,

Chapter "IV, the activites of the Chinese‘and the "result
as affected from the situation discussed in the above chapter

are examined in the early part of this chapter. It is followed



ol
by the turmoil as Thsiland became an ally of Japan and entered
World War II which largely influenced the Chinese problems and
the formation ofAChinese.policies by’ Thai Governméﬁt. This
chapter also analyzes the ro}es and behaviors of the Chinese
during the last years of the war and the first years of the post
wa;. .The changing situation of international politics that led
to the renunciationsof some policies and measures towards the
Chinese in Thailand, Lastl&, the attitude and activities of the
Chinese in ‘that particular period are also studied.

) Chapter V examines the Chinese policies of the second
Phibul regime, the causes leading to the revival of the tough
measures towards the_Chinese and the' response of the Chinese
against each éolicy. This period ended in 1957 when Phibul was
forced out of power,

The overall evaluation of the Thai Government's policies
towards the Chimese are in concluding chapter. _It includes the
summary and evaluation of the obstacle ahd success of the Thai
Government's policies towards the Chinese from 1932 to 1957. It
also stateées the impact of these |policies on-the roles aﬁd aqtivi-
ties of the Chinese in the present time. As a'result of this
studiesy proposals are presented for,the ThaisGovernment~in.the

future for the formation of moreeffectiveland constructive .poli-

cies on the Chinese Minority.
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