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ABSTRACT

This is a study of the beginning and the termination of use
of the different eras used in Thailand, It also studies their
sources, Thus the whole title of bhis,thesis is THE STUDY OF THE
BEGINNING AND THE TERMINATION OF USE OF THE DIFFERENT ERAS AND
THEIR SOURCES.

In some eraSy i.e., the Anjana Ere which started from 147 years
before the Buddhist Era, This study will lock into the problem of
its be:{ng introduced in Thailand' as claimed, or is"it a wild claim?
Another problem which this study will look into is the Chula or
Civil Era, This era's first year started in the year 638 A,D, or
1182 Buddhist Era, yet one of the Burmese Kings, claimed Burma, was
its founder, Is this claim legitimate or is it fake?

Another problem which the paper will look into is the Legal
Era, Some writers have proposed thatv the Legal Era had been used in
the Ayudhaya Period, Could this preoposal be true or just a hoary

claim unsupported by facts,



In summary, this study will go over all the different ins-
criptions of whatever languages they were written inj and to analyze
and reason out from the translations, After which conclusions will
be drawn from these sources,

The records showed that that there had been 10 different eras
‘being used in Thailand, namely : 1) The"Buddhist Era 2) The Saka
Era 3) The Chula or Civid Era 4) The Tai (or Chinese) Era
5) The Ratanakosin or'Pangkek Hra 6) The Christian Era
7) The Kaliyuga Eral 8)/The Tegal Era 9) The Anjana Era
10) The Hegira or Moslem Era

These eras hawe their foundings from India or Ceylon, China,
Arabia, or other mainland southeast asia coumtries, The Chula or Civil
Era was claimed to have come either from Burme or Four;an yet where it
really, truly originated is & big qustion,

With regard tc the Buddhist, Seka and the Chula or Civil Eras
these three eras had been off and on used from the Sukhodaya throughout
the Ayudhaya Periods and into the first 100 years of the Bangkok
Period, Butdin the-year 1250 of the Civil Era, ¢orresponding to the
year 1888 A.D, or 2432 B,E., & Royal Proclamation by Rama V., King
Chulalongkorn, appeared in the Royal Gazefte, initiating the use of
the Bangkok Era in place of the Civil Era, in 1912 A,D. to appear in
all State Documents-- to be terminated 24 years later, by another
Poyal Proclamation by Rama VI, King Vaj iravﬁdh, re-introducing the
official use of the Buddhist Era in all Staté up to the present day,

The re-introduction of the Buddhist Era in the year 2455

B.E. or 1912 A,D. has made all the eras things of the past, One



(1) year difference is usually encountered if one wants to know
the years of the different other eras to correspond to what year
of the Buddhist Era, The figure' 544 is usually adopted to subtract
from the B.E. to get the Christain Era for the figures of the
Sukhodaya and Ayudhaya Periods, and the figure 543 for the Bangkok
Period, Now Thailand dis in the Buddhist Y;aar 2520, but for Burma
Ceylon and India, their Buddhist Year is one year ahead, 2521 B.E,
Finally, up«t6 theé year 1940 A,D, or 2483 B,E., April was
the first month ofthe yeary and for this particulaf year, it hed
only 9 months, to start the New Year of 248, B.,E. or 1941 A.D.
on January first., fhe Reign of Rama VIII, King AnaddaMahidol,
This study will also attempt to pinpoint this error,‘ md
why this disparity, and the attempt may be shown tentatively or
as final, if proved correet.
| A1 of the Bbove;—this-study willt-reseaich to make Thai

History clearer and truer, thus untangling quirks in Thai History.
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