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ABSTRACT

It is the purpgse of the present thesgis to study "Kham Son

Phraye Mang Rei", a didactic literature of Lanna Thai, especially
with respect to its prosody and its contents which reflect
primarily the soeial conditfions and values of the land in its

ancient days.

The thesis is.divided intc five chapters, the first of
which ig introductorys The second chapter deals briefly with the

long social histery of ILanna Thai, a lend rich in culture and
traditiénse There were once many independent states in the land
which were unified into one country by Phraya Mang Rai, the
founder of the Mang Rei Dynasty. This Lamna Thai country
flourished under the yule of the said Dynasty until 2101 B.E.,
vhen it hed to succumb to the Bumese suzerainty during the

succeeding 216 years, Basically, this Lanna Thai society wos



feudal in itg social structure, with its king snd members of the
bureaucracy as the muling class and the cormoners and slaves as
the ruleds Being an agricultural society, the commoners needed
the state—owne® irrigating system, which made it necessary that
the commoners were conscripted for laborand required to pay
taxes in the form of agricultural yields, It is believed thnt
there was no such closely Jmitied inter—class dependency ip this
region as was prevailing/concnrrently in Aynthaya. Animigm and
Buddhism were the two prevailing influences in the fommtion of
traditions and culture of lanna Thai . Monasteries were social

centers and monks were résponsible for the ethical teaching of

the public,

The third chapter is the analysis of the metricai
arrangement of the work vhich differs from other di dectic
literature in its presentation. FNach section is sharply divided
into two parts. In the first part, difficult riddles are
presented in the meé.n‘cal form called "Rai®, with the solution
and explanation in prose following, an errangement whichveay ‘have
been in common usé in ancient Lanna Thai literature, - The second
part of the presentation is composed in the same metricel fomm
but in straightforward mammer requiring no additional explanation.
The metrical form "Rai" of this work is similar in its layout to

that of the Ayuthays work "Ong Xarn Chang Nem" meking it possible



that this literature be dated back to the time of the Mang Rei

-

Dyna stys

The enalysis of the contents follows in the fourth

chapter, It is intended to be the teachings for both classes
of the people of the lands The first part is directed to the
ruling class, with emphasison the government of the state.

It is evident that Puddhigt literature has a strong influence
on gome of|the eoncepts,/ /especially the Dhgmamja theorye

The second part is ‘to help the cosmoners to live a happy life
in their environments. It is in this second part that social
values are reflected such ag the high esteem given to the
members of bureaucracy and the aged, the liberality within
circles .of kinship and the honor and admiration bestowed on the

intellectual.

The fifth chapter is the conclusion of the thesis.
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