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1Thesis Title Thai -Medical Journal Indexing Sérvicés

Namé o ' Mrs, Vilawan Hanpanichaya

Thesis Advisor ~ ' Mrs. Wongwan Vongsupar ;fi?“i?iséf
Department - Department of Liyrary Science Lﬁ}/' 7

Academic Year 1982

ABSTRACTS

The objective offthis thesis was to study the technical
Indexing services of Thai.medical Journals; thesis problems and
obstacles, to build guidelines for effective cooperation among
.five Thai medical school/libraries:-

l. Library. Faculty. of Medicine. Chulalongkorn University

2, Library. Faculty of Medicine. Chiengmai University

3. Library. Faculty of Medicine., Prince of Songkla University

4. Library Division. Mahidol Unjversify (Siriraj Medical Library)
5. Library. Profession Diviaions Aromy Medical Department.

Ministry of Defence.

Research Methods used were reviews of recent medical
librarianship literature and qUesfionaires sent to heéd librarians
and librarians who were in charge of indexing at the five medical
- schools. All questionaires were returned and the researcher also
interviewed thoseplibrarians for additional information.

The findings'revealed-that ‘there.were 9 Tields of medical
journals and related sciencesy 86 titles out of 172 (50 percent)
were indexed by 1librarians in five medical school libraries. The
highest percentage of indexed journals was 72 percent in one of the
libraries. TFor indexing, every library had been using "National .
Library of Medicine; Medical Subject Headings" and "the Medical

Dictionary Thai - English by Kanchana Sopanodorn" for assigning



Subject headings. The Index was done in a form of cards. Patrons
who used the indexing service came from both inside and outside of
these institutions. ' V .

‘ The notable problems concerned the lack of space, .
inadequate furniture, insufficient indexers and typiets, lack of
guidelihee for standard indexing, patrons who did not know how to
use indexing services, insufficient cooperatioﬁ among medical
school libraries about the indexing project, and lack of coordinating
center for indexing services. A :

Suggestions from the respondents were: There should be
" enough furniture anaAeQuipment,‘ggpansien for more suitable apace,
‘enough librarians and assistants do indexing and frequent claims
for missing journals, Moreever, the librarians should be informed
about the exact amount of funds so as to be able to pPrepare 'tﬁ?}#
future plan on journal indexing; -Bach library should be well ~
equipped with standard references for indexing, medical subject
head1ngs and guidelines for indexing entries. U1bliograph1es
should be compiled and indexed services publicized more often.

Recommendations by ‘the researcher for more effective 1ndexing
: operatxon. : : !

1. The Medical Library, Faculty of Medicine, Chiengmai
University and the Medical L1brary, Faculty of Medicine, Prlnce of
Songkla University should be the direct responsibility of the Dean
" of the Faculty of Medicine of each University. Library, Faculty
of Medicine, Chulalongkorn.University and Library, Profession
Division, Army Medical Department are already in a good course and
should be continued with the present practice. »

For Mahidol University: the Library Division should
be the direct responsibility ofthe rector, Librapies of other
Faculties and Institutes should'be the direct responsibility of
the Dean or the Director of each institution. 7

2. The head librarians should be granted full responsibility
of the library'budget whicy should be sufficient for future



expansion concerning journals indexing and cooperation.

3. The indexer should at least acquire a Master's Degree
in Library Science. New additional personnel should have basic
knowledge in medical or related sciences.

L, All the medical school libraries should have compatible
standards in their indexing services. Cooperation should be closely
-and strongly excercised. The recommended short-term and long-term
plans are:- .

4.1 For tﬁe short-term plans:- Each individual library
should make an inventorj'of journsls and prepare a union list of
serials in order to be able %o cooperate in tﬁe national union
list of serials project at academic level. Joint venture should be
done to solve indexing problems and create better indexing services.
' A center for indexing coordxnat1on should be established in one of
: the medical school librariese.

4,2 TFor the long~term plansi:- All medical school
institutions should aim for international accessibility of Thai
medical .knowledge and research findings by the preparation of
abstracting services with English translation to be coordinated with

" the Medical Literature Analysis and Retrieval Systen.
Recommendations for further research:=

1, Study of indexing operations and management of Thai
journals in medical and related sciences in medical school libraries
in Thailand in the next 5 years period to make a comparison on thier -
development. ' ‘

-+ 2., Research on users" satisfaction and problems in their
use of Thai medical subject headings ascfmeans to retrieve information
from indexed journals. I

3.7 Study of Thai medical sanect -headings which were translated
from "Natzonal L1brary of Mediclne, Medical Subject Headings.'

M- Y v
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