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.ABSTRACT

Opinions respecting teachere and students are found in
various Indian scriptures from the Vedic period onwards.
Yet they are not systematically arranged.. Dharmaééstra texts,
recognized as the most important scriptures of the ancient
Indian society during the period when the Brahmans enjoyed the
highést social prestige, give numerous accounts describing
Brahmans as teachers snd their relations to students. Brahmans
of ancient India not only played an important role in the
formation of the Indian culture but also the transmission of T
the Indian culture into Thailand as the& were the Royal ceremomy
performerg in, the Thai Court of the old days. SThe gtatus of the
Brahnans asg teachers is however not well recégnized in Thailand

as much as ceremony performers.

The Pharmasastra literature as a whole is valuable in
so far as they constitute documentary evidence and should be

carefully studied and analyzed. The researcher, therefore,

£



having collected information from the DharmadZstra literature

and other related documents, made a critical study of them and
;ame to the conclusion that teachers of old India were

essential in their educational system, Their noted importance
rests on théir duty of transmitting knowledge to theilr students.
According to the Dharmagkstra Scriptures, a teacﬁer must bé a
Brahman by caste, admitting that somé might be a Kshatriya ox

a Vaiahja, the case is rare. Being of the highesg*caéte,

they are to be honoured and invioiable, They are the object of
veneration and esteei. Their financial siatus depends on others,
. however, thus thére ig no fixed regime ;egarding their earnings.
Materially, their earnings may be small, but spiritﬁally they are
like gods, a fact which is more'than;adequate'for.the?compensation.
The relation between teachers and students is more like that of
fathers and sons, A student has %o live in his teacher's home,
who will give him instruction of his own a2eccrd when he has free
time, No lessons will be given to those who are not intimate

to him, Naturally there are many duties fox students»towards
their teachers_in order to .gain. this special traatment.

The teachers themselves treat students 'ag if they belong to their -
familieg. -Students who, do wrong will-be, punished.- These students
are #ctually honoured in practice but not so much as those who
have completed their study and have performed the last bath

as the Snit#kas.

' The Indian teaching method is similar to that of Thailand
in the old days, Certain academic secrets will not be revealed

by teachers except fo their highly selected students. The usual



method employed in teaching is personal, that is by word of mouth,
There is also striking similerities in the béhaviours of students
to their teachers, such as the personal attendance gi;en to the
teacher's bathing, in giving-magsage and other mannerism between
the Thal and the Indian tradition. The difference between the
Thai and Indian systems, ho#ever, exists. One is the lack of the
caste sistéﬂf?n the Thai society and #hat teaching in the old
days of.Thailand was never regarded 28 being a socialloccupation.
The statﬁé of an old Thai teacher depends more on the Bociai

recognition of his knowledge and this fact can make him establish

himself as a teacher at ' his will,
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