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. Academic Year 1974

Thesis Title - Inhibiting Effects of the Presence of Friends

and Strangers on Bystander Intervention.

Name - Miss Soiraya Sirivara Department Psychology

ABSTRACT

The purpﬁses of sthis egperiment were to study the inhibiting :
effect of the presence of friends and strangers on bystander inter-
vention in emergency situyation and comparison of thé results in this
study with those of latand and Darley (1968) and Latané and Rodin

(1969).

The subjects of the experiment were 140 males and'females
undergraduates of the Faculty of Education and raculty qf Commerce and
 Accountancy, Chulalongkorn University in the academic year 1974.

-They were invited to an intefview to discﬁss "some of the problems
involved in university 1ife"., | Four experimental gnoups were used:

(1) Alone Condition (N=20),’each subject was by himself’ in the testing
room while £filling out‘the questionnaire and were exposed. to the
‘potentially critical situation. (2) Subject with Confederate
Condition (N=40), the conféderate had instructions to bé passive,
avoid conversation as much as possible and>éay no attention to the

presence of the smoke. (3) Two-Friend Condition (N=20 pairs), each

subject had been scheduled with a friend and remained with him



throughout the experiment. (4) Two-Stranger Condition (N=20 pairs),
Strangers were placed in the testing room in pairs. Each subject
in the pair was unacquainted with the other before entering the

room and they were not introduced.

The emergency situation was produced one minute affer the
experimentér left the testing voom. It was smoke coming through a
émall gap at the door. . The/smoke was made from Zine oxide,
Hexachlorefhaneﬁ Algminum, Bapium Nitvate and Sulfur. It formed a
moderate fine-textured'but clearly visible stream of whitish smoke.
If the subject had not repout the presence of this whitish smoke
by 5 minuteslfrom the time he first noticed it, the experiment was
terminated. The dependent variable of the study waé the "length of
time the subject remained in the room before leaving to report the
smoke. The data were converted into pércentage of subjects reporting

the smoke in each condition and Chi-square tests were performed.

The major results were: (1) 85.% of the subjects in the
Alone Conditiony ©0 % in the Two-Frieénd and the Two-Stranger
Condition and 45 % in the Subjeet with Confederate Condition repo?ted
the smokés (2) There was significant aifferéncé (p €+05) in reporting
the smoke between the Alone Condition and the Subject with Confederate
Condition, (3) There were no difference in reporting the smoke
between the Two-Friend Condition and the Alone éondition or the
Subject with Confederate Conditi;n. (%) There were no differénce

b

in reporting the smoke between the Two-Stranger Condition and the



Alone Condition or the Subject with Confederate Conditioé. (5) The
was no difference in reporting the smoke befweén the Two-Friend
Condition and the Two-Stranger Condition, (6) There was no
difference between Thai and American subjects (Latané and Darley,
1968) in the Alone Condition in reporting the smoke. (7) According
to the difference of experimental settingy these résults could not
be interpreted that there were significant differences between
Thai and American stibjeetss(datané and Roéin, 1969) in the Two-

Friend, the Two-Stranger and the Subject with Confederate Conditions

in reporting the smoke.
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