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ABSTRACT

Identification and distribution of economic important
pelagic fish larvae from Surat Thani to Narathiwat Provinces,
Western Portion of the Gulf of Thailand were carried out during
February to August, 1984. Sampling periods were scheduled on
every two months of the total 24 stations in the study area.

Salinity, temperature and dissolved oxygen were measured in situ.

Of the total 47 families of pelagic fish larvae recorded
from the area, family Gobiidae was the dominant group in terms of
abundance and distribution. Family Engraulidae was the most
dominant group in the economic important pelagic fish larvae.

Six families in this latter group were recorded from the area as

follows : Clupeidae, Engraulidae, Scombridae, Thunnidae,



Scomberomoridae and Carangidae. Main characteristics of these

pelagic fish larvae were described and drawn in details.

Total density of the fish larvae (including all families)
were highest during the Intermonsoon period in the monith of April.
The density declined respectively in the months of June and August
during the Southwest Monsoon period. The lowest densit& was

recorded in February during the Northeast Monsoon period.

Most pelagic fish larvae were widely distributed in the
study area especially in the area of Samui Island, Surat Thani
Province to Songkhla Province. They were found most concentratéd
along the Pattani Province coastline during April. Of the economic
important group, familiés Clupeidae, Engraulidae and Carangidae
showed the same pattern of distribution during the same>month.
Pelagic fish larvae in the family Engraulidae were widely distributed
from Surat Thani to Narathiwat Provinces. The average monthly
density of the pelagic fish larvae did not show significant varia-
tions. Environmental factors recorded at each station showed the
uniform trend. But these factors varied monthly during the study
period. However the pelagic fish larvae density did not show

significant correlations with the environmental factors recorded.

Abundances and distribution of fish eggs were also carried
out. The highest density of fish eggs was recorded in February
while the lowest density was recorded in June. These fish eggs

were also widely distributed in the area.
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