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The aim of this thesis is to make a study on the causes of the

conflict between Thailand and Malaysia in fishing.

The study yields the following results. Conflicts are mainly caused
by the enforcement of Malaysia's strict laws and regulations. The objectives
of the Malaysian Government are the following; to protect the marine
resources, to develop the fishery, and to cater to the needs of domestic
interest groups. The real underlying factors are that the government wants
to solve domestic economic problems. Furthermore it wants to promote the

welfare of the Malays, and to induce suppert from political parties.

At the same time, because the Thai fishery has gained prominence in
her economy, the marine resources have been drasitcally reduced; therefore,
the Thai fishing fleet has had to venture out into the open sea. As a
result, the Thai fishermen have entered Malaysian waters which still hawve
abundant marine resources. At this point in time the Thai fishermen- have
overexploited the resources in the Malaysian waters; therefore, the Malaysian

government has now had to strictly enforced the laws and regqulations.
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