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ABSTRACT

Effect of initial pH on the growth of orchids was studied in
&4 genera; they were Dendrobium, Brassolaeliocattleya, Vanda and Aranda.
They were cultured in a medium which was the modification of Murashige
and Skoog's (1962); Schenk and Hildebrandt's (1972) and Nitsch's (1972).
Initial pH was adjusted after being autoclaved to B, 5, 6,7, 8 in
aseptic condition with HC1l or NaOH. The results observed after 2 months,
showed that initial pH had no effect on fresh weight of Dendrobium of
any size or any ploidy, and had no effect on fresh weight of Dendrobium,

Brassolaeliocattleya and Aranda seedlings. But it had an effect on

fresh weight of Vanda seedlings, they seemed to grow better at higher
initial pH.

Although the effect of pH on the fresh weight might be due to
several factors, the results obtained indicated that initial pH of the
culture of protocorm - like bodies or seedlings of Dendrobium,
Brassolaeliocattleya and Aranda did not seem to affect the final fresh
weight provided the suitable media were selected. In practice omitting

the adjustment of pH means saving on time and money for growers.
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