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Thesis Title Attitudes Toward Politics & Soeio=Beonmomie Problems 3
A Comparative Study of Fourth Year Political Seiences
& Engineering Students of Chmlalongkorn University
Name Janneal Saengsawang Department Sociasl Studies
Acadenie Year 1975

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to find out factual information about
attitudes toward politics & socio-sconomic problems, The suthor believed
that university students with different socisl and economic backgrounds,
in the fourth year of their course work, should have different attitudes .
toward politics & socio=economic problems, Political Sciences students should
have radical attitudes & Engimeering students have conservetive ones.

Twenty seven percent of 651 fourth year students, or 198 respondents,
were selected as the sample, Data were collected by means of questionairs
administered to students., Three hypothesis were formulated and tested in
thiaah#ﬁichyldhmin&mﬂngﬁnﬂngnuto]lm _

(1) Students' attitudes were different not only regarding politicsl
problems, but also regarding the sociceeconomie problems, It was discovered
that there were difference om the basis of sex, ethnic background. Sex : males
had more progressive attitudes toward politics & socio-economic problems than
those females. Etimic background s Students of Chinssa origin had more aggressive
attitudes than those of Thai students. '

Concerning sex, it was found also that Political Sciences students
include a high ratdo of females. A higher ratio of students of Chiness background
vas found in the Engineering group. Therefore, Political Seiences students!
attitudes were more conservative than Engineering students,



| (2) with regard to the relationship between sosiological factors
and attitudes, it was found in this study that i

Reference Group ¢ Student leeders'! attitudes are more
radical than the rest of the students,

Boonomie stetus ¢ Students with unstalile economic status have more
zggreasive attitudes then those of the students
with stable economic status,

In conclusion, this study shows thet the sociologicel fastors are
related 0 students' attitudes, 1,6, student leaders in Political Sciences
have the most radicel attitudes, This group believed thet the lov quality of
the elected representatives was the moet significant problem of Thai democraay.
Concerning economic status, it was found that Engineering students came from
families with higher intomg them that of Politicsl Sciences students' femilies.
Politicel Sciences students £rcm loweinsome families tended to be more redical
than the others, This zroup would like to see Socialist Govormment in power,

(3) One of the findings in this etudy disagrees with the hypothesis
that Political Seiences students should o more radicel than Engineering student
It was found thet the nor § conservative group consisted of male Political
Seiences students, who Guse from fanilies of Thei origin, This group had
conservative attitudes, i.0, agreeing vith the legitinecy of present
constitution and the last elections, but disagreeing with the involvement of
Buddhist monks in politice, land reform and the protest of the farmers,

It was found in this study that the most radical group consisted
muﬂ;uwshﬁh vith Chiness background, Their attitudes to
the existing poiitical eitmation were very negetive, believing that the
elected representatives were of low quality and were not honest, ete,
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