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Abstract

The purposes of this thesis are to investigate the features of
tone distortion and the perception of distorted tones in Thai country
songs and to determine how thellisteners can comprehend words whose tones
are distorted by effects/of the superimposed song melody.The features
of tone distortion, the perception of distorted tones, and the correlation
between tone distortion and the perception of distorted tones are described
and discussed in detait;

From analysis of the data the following conclusions may be drawn:
1) tone distortion may occur in the dimension of pitch height and pitch
contour; 2) the Thai mid level tone has a greater tendency to be distorted
than the other tones; 3) the perception of distorted tones in Thai country
songs by a psychological.experimentaéroup is conditioned by the shape of
the tone more than the pitch of the tone; also, if no contextual clues
are given, the experimeﬂtal group subjects seem to listen to the tones
they hear rather than thinking of the meaning of utterences; 4) the
percentage of correct tone perception progressively increases when
contextual clues are given and when no song melody is superimposed on
the utterences; 5) correlation between distorted tones and their

perception show that level distorted tones are perceived by the subjects



as either the mid level or the low level tone and that contour distorted
tones are perceived as either the falling, the high, or the rising tone;
6) the listeners comprehend words in Thai country songs with distorted

tones with the help of contextual clues.
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