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\
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Academic Year 1977
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to provide a general over-view of
all the diverse phenomena related to_shop—house architecture in Thailand.
It is an attempt to combine into.one volume documented research and
Previously uyninvestigated aspects of shop-house architecture. By necessity,
the study thus has the nature of an exploratory descriptive analysis with
the aim of establishing a basic background understanding of the many
aspects of shop-house architecture. The basic areas of investigation

are as follows:

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE OF SHOP-HOUSE ARCHITECTURE :

This section begins with an examination of various
definitions and the meaning of terminology as viewed from
different fields, such as, architecture, law, etc. .

Next is a historical survey which traces the development

of this type of architecture from ancient Egypt, Greece and

Rome .,



The history of shop-house architecture in Thailand
follows with an analysis of developments in the Sukhothai,
Ayuthya and Ratanakosin Eras. The Ratanakosin Era is then
divided into periods in which a more detailed analysis is
undertaken. Foreign, especially Chinese, influences and

local modes of adaptation are examined.
ASPECTS OF SHOP-HOUSE ARCHITECTURE:

The various phenomena which influence the development
of shop-house architecture are analyzed, as well as its
relationship to the process of urbanization in Thailand.

,Significant characteristics of shop-house architecture

are then identified and analyzed.
USAGE IN SHOP-HOUSE ARCHITECTURE :

A case study of one shop-house is presented which includes
data obtained from interviews and the construction of

behavioral maps.
VARIABLES IN SHOP-HOUSE ARCHITECTURE:

Certain elements in shop-house architecture are identified
in order to demonstrate their action as factors in determining

the form of shop~house architecture.



PROBLEM5 AND ADVANTAGES OF SHOP-HOUSE ARCHITECTURE :

Through comparisons with other building types, this
section examines the problems and advantages of shop-house
s

architecture in relation to construction technology and

aesthetics as well as their impact on urban structure.

CONCLUSION:

A summary of the foregoing analysis is used as a basis
for suggestions and recommendations for the improvement of
shop-house architecture in its various aspects in Thailand.

These recommendations are divided into three categories:

1. Architecture
2. Legal, and

3. Technological.
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