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Academic Year 1975

ABSTRACT

This is a study of the role of Buddhist monks in community
development projects in Wangphai and Utapnao Villages in Chainat
Province. The attemps is to analize the role of Buddhist monks in
both villages and to find out factors which brought about successful
community development programs in the villages while Wangphai is not
classified as a Community Development area, Utaphao Village has been
designated a Community Development area sinée 1972. However in both
villages the Buddhist monks have been acting as agents in Community
Development programs. The villagers have had confidence in the
Buddhist Monks and have been responsible for carrying out village

community develpment programs.

By comparing the two villages one realizes that the Buddhist
monks in both villages have very important roles in delivering
successful community development programs because they can replace
tommunity Develpment Workers. They are the change ~ agents,
coordinators, and leaders of comparative groups. The role of the
monks in commmunity development has been successful because of the

cooperation, and trust of the people in the villages.
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