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YONGYOOTH HORTHONG: THE ROLE OF CIVILIAN LEADERS IN THE FORMULATION
OF THAILAND'S SECURITY POLICY DURING 1997-2000: THE CASE STUDY OF
THE CANCELLATION OF F-18 JET FIGHTERS PROCUREMENT. THESIS ADVISOR:
ASSOC. PROF. PANITAN WATTANAYAGORN, 157 pp.

The aim of this thesis is to find out what are the factors contributing to the role of
civilian leaders in the process of Thailand's security policy's formulation during 1997-2000.
In doing so, the thesis examines the cancellation of the Royal Thai Air Force's F/A-18 Jet

Fighters procurement from the United States of America.

The theories utilized in the thesis are; the decision-making approach which shows the
causes of the policy-makers to chose the appropriate choices for the situations, the civil-
military relations approach which shows the interactions between civilians and military
leaders, and the foreign military aid approach which shows implication of major country's

foreign aid and the need of the small countries.

The study found out that the internal factors were especially the concepts, believes
and experiences of the civilian leaders to reform the security sector allowed the civilian
leaders to have power to control the military. In addition, the military accepted the role of the
civilian leaders more because of the economic crisis. Moreover, there were external factors
including the reliance on the foreign military aid from the United States of America and the
changes of the new security threat in neighboring countries. Both of those factors not only
affected the role of the civilian leaders in the process of Thailand's security policy's
formulation during 1997-2000, but also, led to the improvement of the relationship between

Thailand and the United States in the late of 1990s.
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