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# # 5480180122 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORDS: EULOGIES OF KING RAMA V/ IMAGE
SAKCHAI TRAKULOELSNGAM: CHARACTERISTICS OF THE EULOGIES OF KING RAMA V. ADVISOR:
PROF. CHOLADA RUENGRUGLIKIT, Ph.D., 292 pp.

This thesis aims at studying 24 Eulogies of King Rama V in order to compare the image of King
Rama V variously illustrated by poets. They are divided into 2 groups, i.e., the eulogies in the period of

King Rama’s reign and those after the passing away of the King Rama V.

Upon examining, it is found that 2 such groupings significantly exhibit both similar images and
dissimilar images of King Rama V. With regard to the similar ones, there are 2 images to be displayed, that
is to say, the image of development king who was conscientious of his subject and the image of the king
who was initially the founder of democratic regime. In respect of different images, on the one hand,
poets illustrate 3 characteristics of King Rama V’s images contained in the eulogies, i.e., the image of
the Chakravartin King in the modern era, the image of the king who was benevolent towards the
member of the royal family and the image of the first king of Siam who paid a visit foreign countries, on
the other hand, poets illustrate 2 characteristics of King Rama V’s images, i.e., the image of the down-to-
earth and beloved king of the subject and the image of the king who could preserve his country's

independence threaten by Western expansionism.

Differences of such image reflect the relationship between poets and King Rama V. Poets in
the first grouping consist of member of royal family and nobility who lived in the reign of King Rama V
and directly perceived the events in the reign. While poets in the other grouping consist of the
commoner who was born after the King Rama V’s death and perceived the events through
historical information. Moreover, differences of the image also derive from 3 different poet’s viewpoints
in distinct social context: the concept of the king changing from the belief that the king who has the
power of merit into the belief that the king is a human being who is virtuous, the concept of politics and
government in the democratic regime focusing on rights and liberties, and historical studies by the post
King Rama V’s reign poets manifest that the King was close to his subject and played a crucial role for

preserving the country’s independence.

Apart from exhibiting the image, poets also employ the mixture of traditional varying type of
poetry with the initiative of poets themselves namely using “Rai", to compose the whole episode of the
Eulogies, using “Klong Hor Khab”, mixture of quatrain with verse, to compose with “Kham Chan”,
composing a prose that has a rhyme similar to “Rai”. In addition, poets manifest the art created
language by employing varying literary techniques ,i.e., vowel and consonant rhyme, reduplicated words,
figure of speech, allusion and employing writing techniques namely rhetorical question and also

employing selection of narrator.

Department:  Thai Student's Signature
Field of Study: Thai Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2014
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