[

TuNnAENIIRIAMNANsIagin @ guaEAUARANAN1IINI9AE

Tugizizeuantiingy

2UNNA NN AN UE11UT

unAngauasuitudoyaatuiinveineinusaauntnsfing 2554 Aliusnisluadetdyaig (CUIR)
\uuitudoyavestidndwoivendnus Ndsnunadudningidy
The abstract and full text of theses from the academic year 2011 in Chulalongkormn University Intellectual Repository (CUIR)

are the thesis authors' files submitted through the University Graduate School.

N INUS LT UAIUNTIBIN I ANENANNUAN AL B TY BN HIANARTNINLTTUTIA
a a a a = =
AN119719950UARIF UL N1AYTITTUARIE UL
AMTENEIANANT WNAINTDINMNAINENAE
tn1gdnen 2558

L

A1&NIURIYAINIINMNAINENAE



DISABILITY MEMOIRS BY AMERICAN WRITERS WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITY
AS COUNTER-NARRATIVES

Miss Maiphrae Sangkhaphanthanon

A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the Degree of Master of Arts Program in Comparative Literature
Department of Comparative Literature
Faculty of Arts
Chulalongkorn University
Academic Year 2015

Copyright of Chulalongkorn University



fndiadngninus TuinAunIaaIANAnIsIaan Il uaLE A uN s
= dl 1 b % o/
pNNIImenelugusizeaan lindy
;e 294 NN AW UE1UUA
a a al
#1221 n9290uARALLFEILIEIL

21N TENUINEN AN ANUSIAN  B1an9d AT, nUaNRIA AT

AZANEIANART ARNAINIDINMINNAE aRNF WLAnadnusaiitiugow

UNBINTANHIANUANGATLBTY YNNI TG

ATULAADIE AN IANRRT

(299ANARTIATE AT, NNNTTYAU INWNITYAUT)

AUTNITNNTADLANENIN LS

192811N99HNNT

NITNNIT

N77UNIINNEUANNWIINENAL

(789AART1AN3E] AT, N1AT UREEITIIA)



Inanng F99RUa U TunnAMUNIaANAnITne TN AL U N AN
fin1an1enielugiuzizaaaliindu (DISABILITY MEMOIRS BY AMERICAN
WRITERS WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITY AS COUNTER-NARRATIVES) @.‘ﬁ‘]ﬁ‘ﬂ‘]&ﬂ

AINNTNUSTAN: 2. AT, DUBNUIA AITYWN, 177 N,

3mﬂqﬁwu§aﬁu§3{qﬁm:rﬁmmzﬁﬁuﬁﬂmmmqéqmmﬁmﬁmﬁﬂL%umﬁﬁu
ﬁﬁmmﬂm?m\‘imﬂﬁl‘m Waist-High in the World: A Life among the Nondisabled (1997)
B9 WUWT ULNTE (Nancy Mairs) f‘ﬁl"ﬂ\i Too Late to Die Young: Nearly True Tales from a Life
(2005) AR L& Bes winluss aafudu (Harriet McBryde Johnson) Gl“ﬂx‘l My Body Politic
(2006) A< TN AWFAW (Simi Linton) LAz 39 Miracle Boy Grows up: How the Disability
Rights Revolution Saved My Sanity (2012) 284 W14 LNARAAY (Ben Mattlin) Iugﬂuzﬁ;@\um
THnau Iuﬁmz‘ﬁLﬂuﬁuﬁﬂmmmqﬁﬂmwﬁmmuﬂuﬂ Geaanantuanaliiiugs
mmmwﬁﬂ’ﬁuf’émmwﬁm@"Lugm:?ﬁlqﬂim@m’éwmqmﬁmJLmzfmuﬁﬁu Hanwoue s
NAULUIAA NENAR LAZNNANHAIELALT T FaANNRNITLALABANAT BnnTidenTa
72NN LT ULA ST NTUABTANIS LL@mﬁumwuﬁmaw%ugwmmmmuﬁmi AN
AneRnEInLIGeafnaadaiuiiliauinag B TEnduuassasesiuALAANIL LA
WAL LA IR TUAZAUANNT UE09N1IAN 2T AnB AT LAY INARRTRIALANNST G985
ansnaannuuaAnnisutsuanaulng liAsuldfinasiduninsgay (ableism) wazaing
mwwmﬂmiﬁi@Gl‘mc-ﬁ“qﬂ@"nf-vmﬂafmuma?niumuumwmmuﬁmmq Gaaduansld
Wi nresauinisl iaailnldnnaannssuiniasen Aviin1sianndainisnlunig

a o N o & 1% Qdd‘ ¥ rigl =
UTUITAIANITTIR @JLL@W}L‘ﬂﬂLLﬂzﬂu?‘ﬂUﬂ’]\‘iﬂ'Jﬁl’Jﬁ'Vl’&?q\‘]ﬂﬁ‘?ﬂ"ﬂuslul,ﬁ_llﬂl‘ﬂ\‘]muL‘ﬂ\? HUNUIN

Tuunnuanuane B NUmNag1871708e BariANa 1190 e UAEadwAI DanAE

A

a = = d} an
N1ATI Q??MﬂﬁLﬁﬂULVIHU [ANEHUNDTRAUAR

#1211 Qi?MﬂﬁL‘]ﬁ“HﬂJmﬂU ALUNDTD ﬂ.%lﬁ‘ﬂ‘]ﬂﬁﬁ@ﬂ

tnnsAnmn 2558



# # 5580183122 : MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

KEYWORDS: DISABILITY MEMOIR / NEW DISABILITY MEMOIR / INDEPENDENT LIVING

/ DISABILITY AND SEXUALITY
MAIPHRAE SANGKHAPHANTHANON: DISABILITY MEMOIRS BY AMERICAN
WRITERS WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITY AS COUNTER-NARRATIVES. ADVISOR:
THANOMNUAL HIRANYATHEB, Ph.D., 177 pp.

The main purpose of this thesis is to analyze disability memoirs by American
writers with physical disability which are Waist-High in the World: A Life among the
Nondisabled (1997) by Nancy Mairs, Too Late to Die Young: Nearly True Tales from a Life
(2005) by Harriet McBryde Johnson, My Body Politic (2006) by Simi Linton and Miracle
Boy Grows up: How the Disability Rights Revolution Saved My Sanity (2012) by Ben Mattlin
as counter-narratives. As new disability memoirs, the selected narratives display
awareness of disability as a social and cultural construct. They can be considered a site
countering the prevalent negative ideas, myths, and images concerning disability and
people with disabilities. Moreover, their stories emphasize connection between disabled
writers and the disability community, and also uphold disability rights. The research shows
that these disability memoirs serve as a space for countering and negotiating with
dominant ideas about disability and people with disabilities, especially with regard to their
independent living and sexuality which have been affected by ableism, and also offer new
meanings about these two issues from the disabled people’s experiences and
perspectives. These narratives suggest that disabled people’s lives do not conform to
Telethon discourses, and that they have ability to control and manage their lives, take care
of themselves and others in their own creative ways, play significant roles in the public

sphere, and also have sexual ability.
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? %mﬁﬂummﬁqﬂqwﬁ@ “[These narratives] are distinguished by their emphasis on disability as the term is understood in
Disability Studies, to refer to social, cultural, legal, and architectural obstacles to those with impairments—the added penalty that
societies impose on those whose bodies are significantly atypical. For these writers impairment is not the same as disability. . .”

(Couser, 2011a, p. 232)

" %mﬁﬂummﬁqﬂqwﬁ@ “Such memoirs are also more attuned to the social and cultural constraints on anomalous bodies,
and thus there is more attention to the legal landscape than in earlier disability memoirs. . . . Similarly, the new disability memoir
is likely to be engaged with the politics of disability, self-aware about the availability and value of accommodations to one’s life
trajectory. . . . [all four writers] are well aware—and wary—of the sometimes comforting formulas of the disability memoir; they
write back to conventional literary as well as medical discourses of disability—often explicitly announcing that they are doing so.
This self-awareness also marks them as new. These are veterans and beneficiaries of the Disability Rights Movement, and they
have all been active in Disability Studies. Their memoirs offer new and transformative paradigm for disability life writing.”

(Couser, 2011a, p. 233)
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This Child has Muscular Dystrophy. Slowly but relentlessly the disease will destroy his beautiful muscles and replace them with
useless fat. As the muscles deteriorate, he'll lose the strength to walk or stand. Later, he won’t be able to sit upright in a wheel
chair or turn over in bed or even feed himself. His weakness leaves him so vulnerable to colds, pneumonia, or other
complications, he rarely survives to maturity.

Scientists are beginning to penetrate the mystery of this tragic disease. Today there is some hope that these children will grow
up. That hope lies in MDAA’s massive scientific research program.

Only your contributions keep it going. Give generously.
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breathe more easily. Places where the provision of ramps, wide doors, grab rails in the bathroom stalls, and the like meant |
could do things in the same place and in synch with others. These weren'’t “special” places, set-apart places, but open, public

sites” (Linton, 2006, p. 41)
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39 %@mmlumm@"nﬂqwﬁ@ “...a man sitting tall in a sporty black wheelchair. Wavy blond hair fell down his bare back. He wore
only tattered jeans and leather sandals. He was not alone. Three women swirled around him, dancing and skipping. Each
women held a container of yogurt, and each, with gusto, was throwing handfuls of stuff at him. He answered them. He scooped
up the cream from his naked chest and off his sun-burnished shoulders, and lobbed it back. There was yogurt in their hair,
running down each and every chest, drippling down one woman'’s thigh, another’s forearm. It lingered in bellybuttons, between
toes, and in the spokes of his wheels. White, wet yogurt pooled on his lap.

“The women frolicked and romped on their long, nude legs. They leapt about on their bare feet. He swiveled his chair back and
forth, doing a kind of wheelchair twist. He snaked in and around them, and they jumped to get out of his way. The California sun

was streaming down on them and they were laughing to beat the band.’ (Linton, 2006, p. 42)
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0 *ﬁ@mmlumm@"nﬂqwﬁ@ ClIL isn't a place, it is a universe. Entering the door that summer day in 1975, | discovered a disability
underground. Everybody | saw on my first look around the office had a significant impairment: people who were answering
phones, typing, conferring around a long table strewn with papars, getting their wheelchairs repaired, repairing wheelchairs. |
couldn’t tell what everybody was actually doing, but whatever it was it created bustle and noise. | wandered through the office,
peeking into cubicles, trying out the bathroom. This wasn't like the rehab center. That had a clear line of demarcation—the
disabled people were the patients, pretty much everybody on the staff was nondisabled. There, if | left the patient floor, | found
that the bathrooms were not wheelchair accessible—there was no expectation that disabled people would be using bathrooms
on the floors with laboratories and offices, nor in the library in the medical school where | used to go to do my French homework.

(Linton, 2006, p. 50)
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a

“ %’@ﬁqmlumm@jvxmqwﬁ@ People were busy stapling pamphlets, stuffing envelopes, talking about demonstrations, getting
arrested, and mundane matters like kids and grocery shopping. Kids? The woman at the table with the slow, elongated speech
indicating cerebral palsy, with arms and elbows pointing in various directions, using the back side of her hand to slowly press
closed the envelopes she was sealing, this was the woman with a daughter entering kindergarten in the fall. She continued with
her task as she talked. Finishing one envelope, she used her elbow to slide another across the table and position it with the flap
open and ready. She then picked up a sponge by reaching down, sandwiching the sponge between the backs of both hands,
her palms turned outward, fingers pointed down, and stroked the sponge across the gummy part. After flipping the top of the
envelope down with an elbow, she dragged her hand along the V-shaped flap, sealing it shut. | imagined she would diaper a
baby, zip up her daughter's jacket, or put away a roomful of toys as slowly and patiently as she was managing this clerical job.

(Linton, 2006, p. 52)
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 fapnnluniundangae “The problem, as | came to understand it, was not that | couldn’t walk; it was that the society was
configured for those who do walk, see, hear, etc. It would take me a while longer to learn how entrenched the patterns of
discrimination are, and how solid and purposeful the disability community was.”

That summer | began to recognize the whole me when | looked in the mirror. | was able to see my seated self and the chair | sat
in as a unit. | didn’t divvy us up, screening out the chair as | had previously done, with the hope that onlookers would do the

same. (Linton, 2006, p. 54)
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“ fapnulunundangwie “Disabled dancers don't simply serve as a reminder from the margin, that “We're here, t0o.” ...Our
bodies on stage challenge every assumption about the shame and displeasure that supposedly shadow disabled people’s
lives.” (Linton, 2006, p. 153)

a“ %@mmiumm'a"mqwﬁ@ “With room to move, our wheelchairs bounded across the floor, our crutches twirled in space, like
kinetic sculptures set to music...We danced on until each of us, one by one, in the place we were, stopped, and sat back in our

wheelchairs, our armchairs, or sank onto the couch, too tired to keep dancing.” (Linton, 2006, p. 151)
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sEMINNINaUABIAL (Linton, 2006, p. 154) tanauuztih IfiausAuanasiiteandnily

45 ﬁﬁamm‘lumm@"mqwﬁ@ “..Joy couldn't stay still. She’d steer her scooter around our little dance floor a bit, but kept bursting
out of the boundaries, through the wide doorway and out into the corridor. Whizzing past clusters of people talking out there, her
hair flying out behind her, she picked up speed to head through another doorway back into the dancing room. Steering with one
hand and waving the other back and forth over her head, she shouted to us “Here | come, y'all. Watch out!” (Linton, 2006, pp.

154-155)
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ﬂJ’aﬂ‘NﬂumHﬂé’WQHﬁ@ “...rocking his head slowly to the music. He was just warming up. As he got looser and move his
head more, the rest of the body seemed to go along with it, like waves of electricity coursing down a wire. He twitched and
shouted. He rocked, and every once in a while, he rolled. Back and forth, in and out, in circles if there was enough space...”
(Linton, 20086, p. 86)

7 %@mmiumm'a"mqwﬁ@ “...Devva, moved by the beat, mounted a large vertical pillar. It was a full-body mount, as one might
straddle a horse and then bend forward to hug its neck. And she stuck there on that pillar for a while, folding her cheek into the

sky, as if there was no force pulling her down to earth.” (Linton, 2006, p. 146)
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 faprulunimdangeae «...In the midst of our dance, Neil stood up suddenly in full salute and then lingered there, his
movement arrested by an unseen force. He balanced on one foot, while the other, engaged in an act of its own, choreographed
by a different set of neurons, carved swirls and circles in the air. His left arm caught the more obstreperous right one flung out to
the side and reeled itin.”

“There’s mayhem in his arms and deviltry afoot, and a puckishness that courses all through him. Watch his dark eyes
dance and his arching fingers twirl. His eyebrows knit and unfurl, knit, unfurl, and knit again as he talks. Syllables shoot out first
from the left and then the right side of his mouth. Breathy notes of varying tempos, elongated treble notes alternating with short

bass sounds, come from his elasticized pretty pink lips.” (Linton, 2006, p. 152)
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out on the ground. Suddenly he extended his leg, and started sliding across the stage.
He jumped up, and then leaned over, balancing on his hands and moving, animal-like,
on all threes, across the stage.”) (Linton, 2006, p. 205) (iudiananulneagide) aziwiuléidn
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N7 way BN fesgnaniaandalud” (“Our bodies in motion insist that the terms

9 ﬁﬁamm‘lumm@"mqwﬁ@ “Homer moves through the piece as if pulled by ropes, up, down, to the side. First fast, and then for
a spell in slow arching movements that convey pain and longing, and then, as if whipped about by a sudden thunderstorm, the
music shifts and he begins to move in quick staccato beats. At the end of the piece, during a passage of music with slow, drawn
out notes, Homer stands on his leg, facing the audience, his arms out, palm up, and shouts, “I am Homer David Avila, | am

Homer David Avila.” (Linton, 2006, p. 204)
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not to exaggerate or call attention to our odd forms or the way our forms function.)
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° %@mmlumm@"nﬂqwﬁ@ “...the conventional west—Iland, lots of land, ‘neath the starry skies above—and the conventional
responses to it—exploration, exploitation—demanding a physical vigor...” “Above all, the West is expansive: beneath an
immense translucent hemisphere, sere plains stretching to snow-crowned ranges and beyond them the sweep of the earth’s
greatest ocean, a geography so overwhelmingly empty,... The terrain itself may account for the “rootlessness, mobility, and
rugged individualism” that, in the common view, continue to characterize “western experience,”... (Mairs, 1997, pp. 176-177)
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o %@ﬂmﬂumm@"ﬂﬂqwﬁ@ “Out here, you can still drive fast. The forerunner of driving fast was riding fast. Thus the American
condition: wandering. The urge to saddle your car and move quickly through time and space has resulted in that ancient national

ritual, the road trip, ...” (Mairs, 1997, p. 177)
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7 dapaulunisndangudie «...backwoodspersons and long reflective walks by the verges of isolated lakes, about the uses of

firearms and childhood encounters with Indians...” (Mairs, 1997, p. 182)
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* dapaulunsndangudie ... [Disability] does not merely alter a few, or even a great many, details in a life story that otherwise
conforms to basic narrative conventions: the adventure, the romance, the quest. Instead, it transforms the tale utterly, though
often subtly, and these shifts in narrative tone and type arouse resistance in both the “author” and the “reader” of the outlandish

plot.” (Mairs, 1997, p. 182)
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& %mﬂﬂumm@”\mqwﬁ@ “...he may stroke my neck when he brings me a cup of coffee. And since my wheelchair places me

just at the height of his penis, | may nuzzle it in return.” (Mairs, 1997, p. 54)
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o ﬁﬁamm‘lumm@"mqwﬁ@ “...I'm not going to let my handicap get in the way of my romantic life any more than | let it detour my

education or anything else.” (Mattlin, 2012, p. 20)

o ﬁﬁamm‘lumm@"mqwﬁ@ “First, | ask to sleep on my back, though | can’t actually sleep that way. | ask to have my hands laid
flat on either thigh. | say it's more comfortable that way. Then | say goodnight and the light's turned out, the door partially closed.
| have just enough hand strength to do what | need... After, | wait for the spew to dry before calling out to roll over” (Mattlin,

2012, p. 40)
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* daprulunsndangudie “You should know that | have weak muscles but full sensation. Everything works. | can't climb on top,

but don’t worry about hurting me. I'm not delicate. And it's not contagious.” (Mattlin, 2012, p. 106)
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7 fapulunsndangudie “I can actually masturbate hands-free...It's like a wet dream when you're awake...only better!...The

greatest recovery...” (Mattlin, 2012, p. 171)
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* faprulunsndangudie “Long before Paula was born, ML and I'd discussed what we'd do if our baby had a disability. Spinal

muscular atrophy or any other. It'd be great! I'd said. What better parents for a crip kid than us?” (Mattlin, 2012, pp. 148-149)
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o ﬁﬁamm‘lumm@"mqwﬁ@ “Yet just because in the way other parents do doesn’t make you unfit to be an actively involved

parent.” (Mattlin, 2012, p. 146)

° %@ﬂqqﬂumwﬂﬁqﬂqwﬁ@ “My chief skill as a parent is making up silly songs and games, and telling stories, while monitoring

Paula as she bathes. . .Or waiting at the doctor’s office or on long car rides” (Mattlin, 2012, p. 147)
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moved, felt our bodies, responded to sexual stimulation. How did we know this? This group of relative strangers, women, and
men, adolescents, married people, probably both gay and straight people (though no one said that they were gay), we shared
our stories—our attempts at masturbation, our furtive fondling with girlfriends and boyfriends up here on this same roof, our few

private moments at home when we had the precious weekend passes that got us out of the institution...What was clear and
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uniform across the group was that we had strong desire. We felt lust in our hearts, and our bodies tingled and stretched out
toward sex, toward pleasure” (Linton, 2006, p. 12)

o ﬁﬁamm‘lumm@"mqwﬁ@ “so when the questions about sex came up, we turned to each other. “What did you hear?” “Can we
get any books?” “What happened when you went home last weekend?” We could start putting the pieces together.” (Linton,

2006, p. 12)
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people can invent new definitions of sexual ability, the cultural norm is called into question” (Linton, 2006, pp. 82-83)
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& ﬁﬁammiumm@"mqwﬁ@ “We were encouraging people to use disabilities as an opportunity to think in new ways about sex
and what is important to them. We had become versed in anatomy and physiology and so were able to talk the talk with
physicians, but our favorite audiences were other people with disabilities. We suggested trying oral sex, or, indeed, sex with
noses, ears, elbows, or toes, if that was what was available and usable. We de-emphasized the importance of genital sex, saying

it was just one option. We talked about heterosexual and homosexual couplings as act with similar properties, fulfilling similar
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