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# # 5380518622 : MAJOR CHINESE

KEYWORDS : IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS / BUDDHISM / MANDARIN

CHINESE / THAI
PIRIYA SURAKAJOHN : A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF BUDDHIST
CHINESE IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS AND THAI IDIOMATIC
EXPRESSIONS WITH SIMILAR MEANINGS. ADVISOR : ASST. PROF.
SUREE CHOONHARUANGDEJ, Ph.D., CO-ADVISOR : PROF. PRAPIN
MANOMAIVIBOOL, Ph.D., 250 pp.

This study aims to compare Buddhist-influenced Chinese idiomatic
expressions to Thai idiomatic expressions with similar meanings based on the
classification of the idiomatic contents and the rhetorical strategies employed by both
types of idiomatic expressions. It also presents the function and role of Buddhist-
influenced Chinese idiomatic expressions within Chinese society.

The result shows that the Buddhist-influenced Chinese idiomatic expressions
can be classified into five groups, reflecting the influence of Northern Buddhism on
the use of lexical words and their propagated dharma principles and doctrines. As for
the Thai idiomatic expressions with similar meanings, we find that the use of words
and terms relating to Buddhism can be either similar to or different from their Chinese
counterparts. Furthermore, sometimes the Thai idiomatic expressions make no use of
Buddhist-influenced lexical words and/or dharma principles and doctrines at all.
Regarding the rhetorical strategies as employed by both types of idiomatic
expressions, they can be categorized into four groups, namely, simile (mingyu),
metaphor (jieyu), exaggeration (kuazhang), and comparison (duizhao). The simile or
metaphor being compared in both kinds of idiomatic expressions can also be either
similar or different, thus reflecting the unique identity of each society or culture. In
addition, the ideas and moral principles implied by both types of idiomatic
expressions also play an important role and can be used as a tool in forming the norm

of behavior and ethics in each society.
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