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The objectives of this study were 1) to study the leaming process and participation of community in
ecotourism community economic development 2) to study the results of community ecotourism development in
economic, social, cultural and environmental aspects 3) to propose guidelines for ecotourism community economic
development. This study employed the method of case study of Plai-Pong-Pang Thai House Tourism Village
Samutsongkram province, by interviewing 22 key informants, observing the participation of the related representatives
in community ecotourism and questioning 30 tourists by using a questionnaire. The findings were as follows :

1. The community learning process of Plai-Pong-Pang Thai House Tourism Village started from the study
tour and exchanged of ideas among villagers, the factors that benefit the community learning process is divided into 2
categories which are the interal factor and external factor. Internal Factors are the community leader and local
resources. External factors are the support from governmental, public sectors, province project and the tourism policy,
However, the community learning process occurred only in the first stage of the project.

2.The participation of community was found that the villagers has participated at a high level in the
operation process such as tourist welcoming and seivice providing. However, in the processes of project initiation,
project planning and project evaluation, the participation was discovered at a low level.

3. The results that community receives from the community economic development in the form ecotourism
are as follows: 1)  the economic aspect, the local people eam more money from their sideline job and they learn to
use machines to save time in order to increase their income. 2) the social aspect, the quality of life was better, no
crime found, but the unity and co-operation of the community were decreased. 3)  the aspect of culture, they were
proud and recognized the value of Thai culture, they keep the traditional way of life but accepted more of modern
facilities, and they were satisfied ~ welcoming the tourists. 4)  the environmental aspect, the villagers that attended
the tour program realize the important of the campaign and development of cleanliness and the natural conservation
more than previous.

4. The suggestions for the community economic development  the form of ecotourism are 1) to increase the
support of learning process and the community participation, such as the increasing of more houses and boats to
participate in the project, allow people to sell foods, souvenirs and agriculture goods, which will increase the villagers'
income. 2) government should also support and provide knowledge and learning in order to build up sustainable
ecotourism for community economic development.
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