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Flooding occurrences in 1995 and 1996 have caused damage and inconvenience to the residents of 
Bangkok, especially those living in Talingchan district in Thonburi. Consequently, reinforced concrete flood 
prevention dikes were constructed along the BangkokNoi canal and other waterways in the area. This study, 
therefore, aims at analyzing the changes on housing residences after the construction of the dikes.

The study finds that the dikes forbid direct access to the canal via ladders from the house, so boats cannot 
be moored under the house as was the usual practice before the dike construction. Moreover, the dikes do not allow 
a clear view from inside-out and outside-in. The soil filling behind the dikes to prevent water leaking results in 
water gathering in the low area behind the dike, which later becomes polluted emitting a foul odor. In addition, the 
soil filled areas along the canal have become walkways passing in front of the houses leading to safety problems. 
Fences and walls are thus put up in intervals to prevent crimes. The study also finds that the dike has made it 
necessary for the people to elevate the house so as to get a better view. The land along the canal has been filled with 
soil so as to become higher, and consequently be of more use. The construction of the dikes also makes the dividing 
line between the canal and the land become more distinct. This makes it easier for the construction and extension of 
houses on the canal banks.

The way of living of the residents in the area, on the other hand, has not changed much from the dike 
construction, except for the decrease in waterway traffic. The study finds the traffic on the canal on the decrease, 
but it had already been that way even before the dike construction. This was due to changes in the transportation 
system and social conditions of the people living along the canal.

Based on the results of the study, it is suggested that a drainage system be installed in the area so as to 
solve the problem of water pollution, and that more access to and from the canal be constructed.
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