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The objectives of this survey research are: 1) to compare political information, political 
interest, and political knowledge between elite and common citizen at Tambon Administration 
Organization (TAO), 2) to study the distribution of political information, 3) to study the relation 
between political knowledge and accessibility of political power 4) to study relation between 
political knowledge and civic consciousness.

Data collection was done during 1-24 June, 1999. The questionnaire was used to 
collect data of 237 samples from 3 TAO of Thamai, Wangkanai and Thamakam เท 
Kanchanaburi Province. Descriptive statistics are used for general data analysis. Chi-square, 
Scatter plot, Pearson’s  Product Moment Correlation are used to determine relationship between 
variables.

Results of the study showed that elite group was more received political information 
and more interested in politics than citizen group. The elite group did not function as political 
information distributor for citizens in TAO. This event resulted in lower level of political 
knowledge of citizen group. It was also found that political knowledge had a relation with 
political accessibility and with civic consciousness. Therefore, these variables are important 
factors for locals development. The central government should encourage political information 
distribution for citizen group in TAO. and set the operation of tangible plan in TAO. 
Decentralization should be promoted to increase for the most citizen’s understanding in 
democratic system, accessibility of public interest and civic consciousness for more efficient 
local development.
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