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This research focuses on “socializing" during 1918 to 1932, beginning in the
reign of King Rama VI, who gave importance to women’'s presence in Siamese society.
The King stated that Women's active presence in the society is a factor, among others,
that shows how “civilized" Siam was. Noble families as well as the “middle class" duly
followed the King’'s statement. It allowed many “middle class” families’ social mobility

through contact with the upper class and the nobles.

The ladies from the upper and middle class were given formal western education
and learned social etiquette. This beginning eventually led to a broader acceptance of
co-education of men and women. Upper and middle class women could enter higher
education and lower class women were able to get basic education. Through
“socializing”, women were now seen in social gatherings and sports events, spotted in
western dress and socializing with male friends. However, the society reacted against

some women who have gone too far, especially in sexual relationships.
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