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# # 6181001724 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: IAEA, safeguard, International Cooperation, Nuclear, Proliferation, NPT
Ratchaneekorn Punsiri : IAEA Safeguards Role in International Cooperation on Nuclear

Nonproliferation . Advisor: Assoc. Prof. SUPAMIT PITIPAT, Ph.D.

This independent research examines the role of the International Atomic Energy
(IAEA) and its limitations in supervising the implementation of safeguards agreements on the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). Analyzing international cooperation
and compliance problems within the NPT regime, the study uses neoliberal institutionalism as
the conceptual framework for comparative case studies in the operation of IAEA in Irag, South

Korea and Iran.

The findings of the research confirm the hypothesis drawn from neoliberal
institutionalism that information from the authority responsible for monitoring, investigating
and verifying compliance to international agreements is necessary for strengthening
international cooperation within an international regime. The role of IAEA is thus indispensable
for the NPT’s safeguards agreements. In addition, the comparative case studies conclude that
expertise and knowledge are major sources of IAEA authority and the effectiveness of the
inspection processes is enhanced by the full cooperation of the inspected country. However,
these two factors depend on the ongoing condition of the relationship between the inspected
country and major powers in the UN Security Council. Antagonistic conflicts between them
tend to politicize and disrupt the inspection processes as well as the acceptance and
endorsement of the IAEA finding reports. This is because IAEA, while being an independent
international institution established by its own statute, has to report to the UN Security Council

and the General Assembly.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature ......c.cccoeovvevniennns

Academic Year: 2019 Advisor's Signature ........c.ccoceveveercennn.
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24 "SOUTH KOREA," Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI), 2018, https://www.nti.org/learn/countries/south-korea/.
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