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The purpose of this Thesis is to investigate the concept of sacrifice in
Buddhist Canonical Texts especially the answers given by  the Buddha whenhe was
asked by religious leaders of the time.

Sacrifice was a means through which men communicated with deities. It
was a ritual involving several kinds of offerings and had to be officiated by
brahmana who normally used fire as the messenger to render the offerings to
the gods. Sacrifice was an old practice that went back beyond the Vedic ages.

Buddha criticized the performing of sacrifice onthe ground of its being
useless, extravagant and violent. He interpreted and preached that sacrifice should
be done morally and ethically by improvement in one's behavior by giving (dana),
respecting the three gems, observing the precepts practicing meditation and
attaining  enlightenment. He also emphasized that sacrifice should be done for the
benefit of the masses.
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