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ABSTRACT

This particular research is an attempt to study the Communication
Network of Information Diffusion by way of conducting a case study of the
students from Chachoengsao Province under the Rural Student's Admission
and Scholarships Project, Chulalongkom University (RASP) for the academic
year 1983. The study has been carried out in order to reveal the impact
of the above - mentioned issue upon the expectation of the rural inhabi-
tants in terms of socio-economic Status change in their generation. The
subjects used in the research include 5 parents of the university students

who have been granted Rural - Chulalongkorn University Scholarships.

Five of the subjects concerned have their homes within the four
districts namely, Muang, Bang Nam Priao, Bangkla whereas the homes of
the other two students are in Ban Po district. By means of employing

the Snowball method of sampling, 140 subjects altogether have been

involved within this project.



In the process of collecting the relevant data, an interviewing
technique based upon a questionaire which was formulated by the

researcher has been used,

After the hypotheses have been tested, the outcomes are as

follows:-

First Hypothesie : The information diffusion relating to the perviously -
mentioned issue shows itsg characteristic as the Radial Personal Network

rather than the Interlocking Personal Network.

Second Hypothesis : The communication behaviour of those in the communi-
cation network of information diffusion concerning the previous-mentioned
issue has a homophily rather than heterophily pattem. This hypothesis

is not supported by the research.

Third Hypothesis : The communication network of information diffusion
relating to the previously-mentioned issue tends to involve those with
strong ties rather than those with weak ties. This hypothesis has

been confirmed by the research,

Fourth Hypothesis : The information diffusion within the communication
network of the Previously-stated issue result in those in the network
having different levels of expectatione in terms of socio-economic
status change in their second generation., Such aspects include
cducation, career and the standard of living. However, this hypothesis

has not been supported by the research.

I'ifth Hypothesis : 4Apart from being informed man to man about the
previous-stated issue, some people within the communication network
may have heard of such the project through rumours. This hypothesis

refuted by the research.

In conclusion, this research indicates that the information
diffusion of the Rural Student's Admission and Scholarships project,
Chulalongkorn University, has caused the 'communication network among

those with strong ties. Who tend to live in the same neighborhood.



il

Furthermore, the components of age, educational background and
income do not bear any relation towards the information diffusion of
such a project. The impact of this Project, when the details have reached
the target subjects, is indicated by the fact that the majority of the
rural people have valued education in a more significant light and thus,
approve of the University's attempt in proQiding poor students with an
Opportunity to further their studies,
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