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The purpose of the research is to study the activities of the
The scope of the study includes the analysis
The emphasis was

universities' Buddhist clubs.
of their social functions and their historical background.

placed on collecting data on socio — economic background of members of the
clubs e.g. gender, income, occupation and social class origin of parents,
descent, place of residence and the using of leisure time etc. and analyzing

the effects of these variables on their participation in and the attitudes
toward the activitives of the clubs.
The findings of the research are as follows

Differences in sex, socio — economic status, descent and the using

leisure time contributed to different levels of participation in the activi-

ties of the clubs. This is to say, those who came from a middle class socio -

economic status tended to be more concerned to participate in the activities
of the clubs than those who came from the upper or lower socio - economic

Those who are of chinese descent are more concerned to participate
Those who

classes.
in the activities of the clubs than those whose parents were Thai.

used leisure time in activities concerned with religion were more concerned

to participate in the activities of the clubs than those who used leisure time

in activities not related to religion. Differences in sex and place of

residence have no influence on participation in the activities of the clubs.

Analysis of the activities of the clubs and their members' attitudes confirm

Durkheim's idea about the four social functions of religion, i.e. 1. Disci-

plinary and preparatory function 2. Cohesive function 3. Revilalizing

function and 4. Euphoric function. The activities of these Buddhist clubs

serve these four functions very well.
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