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# # 6280059424 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: Thai Massage Labor, PHEE-NOI, Human Trafficking, Employment Permit System
for Foreigner - EPS, Sex-Trafficking Commodity Chains, Sex Tourism, South
Korea
Nopparat Prommajan : Thai Massage Labor Exploitation in South Korea. Advisor: Asst.

Prof. Kalaya Chareonying, Ph.D.

This Individual Study examines the process of mobility Thai massage workers who
are exploited within the sex-trafficking commodity chains. As a result, the massage workers
faced various vulnerabilities that led to the problem of human trafficking in South Korea from
2004 — 2021. The aim of the study is to answer how Thai women who travelled to South Korea
to be massage workers are exploited and involved in the process of human trafficking in South
Korea? This is a qualitative research focusing on data analysis by interviewing with two groups
of stakeholders: (1) 15 Thai women workers who were Thai massage workers in South Korea
and (2) three governmental officials involved in giving assistance to illegal Thai workers in
South Korea. Using Rhacel Salazar Parrefias’ concepts for the International division of
reproductive labor linked to the sex-trafficking commodity chains as the conceptual
framework, it argues that Thai massage labor exploitation in South Korea is complex and
involved many actors. Including exploitation of workers and human trafficking can occur in the
sending countries, transit country, countries of destination and can occur during the process at
the same time as well. In addition, the network of migrant recruiters has persuaded Thai
women workers to travel illegally to make job easier and more convenient than travel to work
through the government’s labor mobility process. However, to solve the massage labor
exploitation problem, we must take recommendations and comments from the Thai massage
labor group as a guideline. Moreover, there should be a fair and equal representation of Thai
labor quota between men and women. The legalization massage profession for foreign workers
in South Korea as well as strict penalty to prosecute employers or recruiters on charge of

human trafficking are also recommended.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature ......cccccoveevcninnnn,

Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature ........c.coceevernrene.
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