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The purpose of thesis, The Military and the Thai Foreign Affairs: A Case Study of the Role
of the Royal Thai Army in the Thai-Burmese Relations (1996-1998), is to determine the factor
causing the increased role of the Royal Thai Army (RTA) in the Thai-Burmese relations. Particularly,
during 1996-1998 the RTA played a very important role in resolving problems between both

countries.

According to the study, the factor allowed the RTA to play an important role in the Thai-
Burmese relations is the remarkable personal relationship between the RTA Commander in Chief and
the key figures in the SPDC. This special personal relationship has enhanced further dialogues
between the two countries in resolving the international conflicts. The RTA, at the institutional level,
has played a supportive role in continuously strengthening the co-operation and ties with its Burmese
counterpart. Furthermore, the RTA units responsible for the western border areas also participate in
the Township Border Committee (TBC) and the Regional Border Committee (RBC) with which they
provide the RTA with a more direct access to settle conflicts in the Thai-Burmese relations. In
conclusion, by focusing at the individual level of analysis, the case indicates that personal

relationship is a crucial factor to resolve the international conflicts.
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