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This qualitative study employed several research methodologies, which are ;
content analysis, non-participant observation, documentary analysis and in-depth
interviews. The purposes of the research are to study verbal and non-verbal
communicative roles of Ta-Lung’s clowns, and to investigate the audience’s perception

of those verbal and non-verbal messages.

Results of the research are

1. Ta-Lung’s clowns’ Play represents one type of cultural communication and
presents the interpersonal communication.

2. Ta-Lung’'s clowns’ Play is to entertain more than to bring an essential
message.

3. Ta-Lung’s clowns’ messages give basic knowledge for living, ethical values,
and social critiques. The clowns' verbal messages suitably entertain the
audience.

4. Ta-Lung’s clowns™ non-verbal message is a supportive role to the script. The
clowns’ appearance is similar to most of the characteristics of the southern
folkway. The similarity of the Ta-Lung’s clowns’ physical appearances to the
folk-people-make them-one with their audience; their exaggerated physical
appearance creates laughter.” Moreover, each clown character and
movement also support the verbal message:

5. The audience perceive mostly the entertaining function and they are not able

to apply the essential messages from Ta-Lung’s clowns to benefit their life.

Department Speech Communication and Performing Arts Student’s signature............
Field of study Speech Communication Advisor’s signature............

Academic year 2002
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