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KEY WORD : POLITICAL PARTICIPATION / NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION / ELECTION
KHAJORNSAK SAWEKKOMET : DILEMMA IN THE PARTICIPATION OF
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS DURING THE ELECTIONS: A
CASE STUDY OF THE “‘PEOPLE NETWORK FOR ELECTION IN
THAILAND” (PNET). THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. CHANTANA
BANPASIRICHOTE WUNGAEO, Ph.D., 199 pp. ISBN 974-03-0659-4.

This thesis explores the definitions of popular participation in the election process, according to the
current Thai constitution, from both the “People Network for Election in Thailand’s” (PNET) perspective and
the Election Commission’s perspective, in order to examine the interplay between them. The methodologies
employed in this thesis are documentary research and in-depth interview, by limiting the scope of study to
only the elections that the PNET had worked with the first Election Commission of Thailand. The research
began by hypothesize that the dilemma in the participation of non-governmental organizations has been
rooted from two problems, which are, 1) PNET and the Election Commission have different points of view on

the autonomous participation of PNET, and 2) the PNET and the Election Commission tended to have the

discordant relationship, rather than the cooperative relationship.

The study found that the dilemma in the participation of non-governmental organizations during the
elections had been developed from two causes. Firstly, the PNET and the Election Commission have
different viewpoints, especially on the management autonomy of the PNET, while the PNET organization
structural arrangement, leadership, and human resource quality are the influential factors to reinforce the role
of PNET in the election monitoring. Secondly, the relationship between the PNET and the Election
Commission are in discordance, rather than in a cooperative scheme. This is because of four reasons, which
are 1) the divergent ways of thinking, 2) the discordance in the similar function, which has created the parallel
relationship between them, since they have to cooperate and balance each other, 3) the cases reported from
the PNET had often been underestimated and turned down by the Election Commission, and 4) the Election
Commission’s attitude towards the PNET ‘is not complementary, especially in their different status, in which

the Election Commission views at the PNET as one of its employees.

Moreover, it can'be said that the work of PNET has helped transforming the current
representative democracy into ‘more participatory democracy, and democratized Thai politic by
emphasizing the significance of popular voting, as well as encouraging the people to participate more
in political activities, by allowing them to play two roles simultaneously, as the voter and the citizen

that help monitoring the election, in order the make it free and fair.
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