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The purpose of this thesis is to explain why New Aspiration Party merged with
and became a part of Thai Rak Thai Party by focusing on the support of political leader,
the political, business and financial interests, and the maximization of MPs as main
factors of the merger. In addition the impacts of the merger on Thai Rak Thai Party’s and

government stability are also taken into consideration.

It is found that merger between New Aspiration Party -and Thai Rak Thai Party
resulted largely from the business and financial gains and the maximization of MPs. The
support of political leader and the political interests, however, did not play any
significant role. Instead of destabilizing Thai Rak Thai Party, the merger had
strengthened its parliamentary power and the stability of its government, since the party
rules and the benefits given to party members enabled Thai Rak Thai Party to control the

increased MPs effectively.
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