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KEY WORD: SHIPPING / MARITIME BUSINESS
DARARAT TRAKULPOUR : FACTORS AFFECTING COMPETITION OF THA|
MERCHANT FLEET ON THAlLAND-JAPAN OUTBOUND ROUTE. THESIS ADVISOR :
ASSOC.PROF. SUPATRA LOHVACHARAKUL ,179 PP. ISBN 974-332-824-6.

This thesis aims to study factors that affect the competition of Thai
Merchant Fleet on Thalland-Japan Outbound Route. In process, the shipping
market structure and the liners’ behaviour with respect to the freighf conference
formation are respectively analyzed. Ginl index and Shorrocks Order Two index
are also computed to measure the degree of Inequality in revenue among the
conference members. Factors that affect the exporters' decision to use and the

liners' decision to provide shipping services on the route are then examined.

The study results disclose that the shipplng market structure on Thailand-
Japan Outbound— Route is oligopolistic with formal collusion among liners.
Thailand-Japan Freight Conference is formed in ‘“closed type” with informal
_agreement. Both Ginl index and. Shorrocks Order Two Index consistently reveal
the increasing trend of Inequality In revenue among the conference members
during the 1995 -1998 period. Finally, the freight rate is the first principal factor

that affects both exporters and liners.
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