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Thesis Title The Decision Making in Risk ~ Situations
of Children in the @entral Observation and

Protection Center.

Name Miss Pattanee "Thiensuvan

Department of Psychology

Academic Year 1974

ABSTRACT

The purpoge of this research was to comparc decision
making in risk - siftuations of children in the Central
Obsefvation and Protection-€Center and school studeﬁts. In the
experiment, type of children; sex and type of risks were
independent variables. Decision making in risk ~ situations
was treated as=a_dependent variable. The szmple consisfed of
120 children, half of which were juvenile delinguencies, 30
males and 30 females from Samsen School and Wat-Chaichana
Songkram School in Bangkok. Both sample groups were in low
socio = economic |class, 14 - 19 years old, IQ =[90 -.108
from the Progressive Matrices, Test st A BCD E . The
éducation 1evel waried -from Prathom |7 to Mattayomsuksa 2,
Bach sample group was devided into three groups and each
group consisted of 10 boys and 10 girls., The three groups

in both sample had different chance of choices to play games.



The first group had one chénce, the second group had four
chances and the third had eight chances. The subjects were
to choose 4 types games. The first type of game had a
probability of 1/2 to win 1 bahty the second type of game

had a probabilityof 1/4 to win 3 baht. the third type game
had a probabilityfof 1/8 to win 7 baht; andthe fourth type

of game had a probability ofl 1/16 to win 15 baht; The player
must pay one baht for each time he lost the game. The

expected values of each type of game were equal,

All data were analysed by a 2 x 2 x 3 analysis of
variance with non = repeated 'on two factors, 2 x 2 analysis
of variance and comparison of unconditional and conditional

bfobabilitiesvof both groups,

The major findings were

1., Decision making in risk -~ situations was signifi-
cantly difference (at the .05 level) between juvenile
delinquencies and school students.

2., The chance of/making fa xisk was also significantly
different, (at"the .08 level) between the two groups.

3. There was no significant difference in dicision -~
making in risk = situvation between male and female Juvenile
delinquencies and male and female school students.

| 4. The right or wrong guessing had no effect on the

next choice of juvenile delinguencies and school students.
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