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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis were to estimate production
function, optimum use of inputs and‘marketing of Sea bass in 1983;
In addition, the study also calculafedréost and return of Sea bass
culture by using data-from the survey of Sea bass farms at Tambol

Koh Yoh, Muang district, Songkhla province. Twenty-four samples

were selectedfor interviewed by purposive sampling technique.

The Cobb-Douglas prddudtion function was employed in
this analysis, _Fry, trashfish and_family labour are_identified
as independent variables while Sea Sass is the dependent variable,
The technical efficiency test revealed that fry was inversely
related” with yield while  the'rest wvaried with. the yield. 'This
implied that fry has been overused to the extend that it reached

the negative return stage and the other two variables were in the

economic range.



In the next computer run, fry was left out and only
trashfish and family labour were employed. It was disclosed
that the estimated elasticity were 0.62 and 0.43 for trashfish
and family labour respectively and the combined elasticity was

1.05 which implied a constant return to_seale.

An economic _efficiency test for the two variables
revealed that the Sea bass producers were not operating in the
optimum conditionse The average quantity of trashfish was found
to be 150 kg per sguare metres and 9 mandays of labour per square
metres while the optimal level should be 109 kg and 2.6 mandays

#

per square metres for trashfish and labour respectively.

§ g

The results of cost benefit analysis revealed that the
Sea bass farmers were operating at a loss (32 baht for every
. # ‘Il.‘
kg. of fish produced) if-all categories of costs were taken

into account. However,“if only cash costs were concerned, the

producer made =& _sizable profit of about—13-baht -per kg.

Wholesalers, retai;ers, Pae=-Pla and freezing room
operators played important role in the Sea bass marketing in
the study areaqy |The, wholesalers) and retailersydominated the
domestic market-while Pae-Pla and freezing-room operators
control exported market. The marketing margin analysis showed
that 'retailers'were able to /claim higher marketing margins than
wholesalers : 13.51% VS 7.97% and the farmers enjoyed the lion

share of 78.52%
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