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ABSTRACT

_ An Urban arega is a éentral place giving services to a nearly
provinces and a location of the gcbnomic activities and industries.
However, those centres are different accoraing to’ﬁheir functions arnd
" hinterlands. They can be ‘ranked ‘into'orders so that their roles in

the region can be assigned.

e

This thesis is aimed to rank thé hierarchy of the existing
situation of the municipaiities area- in the Southern region. In this -
case, municipalitiés meanThedsaban'. Thérg are 25 municipalities
with 2 lévels, namely, 17 Thedsaban_Muangs, 8 Thedsaban Tamboné. The
study is using physical features, economic features and population and
social features totally 35 variablesli . The collected data however, are
so qompliégted and numerous, that it is difficult to concentrate the
problem scope; Iﬁ order to conduct an analysis for the purpose of
planning,| a statisticalAmethod, the Pactor Anal?sis’Method, ispapplied
t6 the spatial development planning; This wiil_lead to a systematic

. municipalities developmént élanning.

‘ Accdrding to the stﬁdy.rthe Southern communities can be divided

into 4 groups., by significant ranking, as follows:



C;},

First-ranked Community such as Thedsaban-muang Ha-ad vai
which is a center of high significance: regional centers of trade,
services, industries, accadamy, public health, and transport communi-

cations.

Second-ranked community shch as Thedsaban~-muang Phuket;
Thedsaban-muang Surat-Thani, Thedseban—mgang Songkhla, Thedsaban-muang
Nakhon Sithamarat; Thedsaban-miang vala, and Thedsaban-muang Trang.

These areas are.of segtoral significance.

Third-xranked cemmunity such as Thedsaban-muang Pattani,
Thedsabén—muang ghumphon, Thedsaban—muang Narathiwat, Thedsaban-muang
Pattalung, Thedsaban—tambon.Pakpfak, Theasaban—tamben Su-ngai kolok,
and Thedsaban-muang Ranong.  7These areas are of provincial and amphoe.

significance.

Fourth-ranked community - such as Thedsaban-muang Krabi,

ihedsaban—tambon Betong; Thedsaban-muang Pakpanang, Thedsaban-muang
Takuaba, Thedsaban-muang Satqu Thedsaban—tambon Kantang, Thedsaban—:nr
muang Phangnga; Thedsaban—tambon‘Ban-ﬁa-san, Thedsaban-tamboﬁ Langsuan,
Thedsaban-tambon Sadao, and Thedsaban-tambon Talﬁban, These areae are

community centerssof adjacent rural areas.

§ Aécording to the analysis, significant variables of the Southern 
urban communities’' sigﬁificant.rankings are economic variables, such as
huttbers o f/industriali factoyies,| pumbers of hotels,; amounts of capital
‘ofrpaftnership cohpanies,AnUmbers of etbres, and .numbers. of |banking.

The subordinate variables are phySical and social variables respectively.

Besides,'the'thesis has stﬁdied the influence of the community

centers. It is found that Thedsaban which are-community centers are



first-ranked Thedsaban and secondéranked_Thedsaban which cover the

adjacent Thedsaban.

The community center of Suratthani covers Thedsaban Banndsam,

Thedsaban-muang. Chumphon, and Thedsaban Tambon Langsuan.

The community center of Phuket scovers Thedsaban-muang Phangnga, -

Thedsaban-muang Takuapa, Thedsaban-muang Krabi, and Thedsaban-muang

Ranong.

The community' cedter of Nakhonsithamarat covers Thedsaban-

muahg Pakpanang, Thedsabanstambon Pakprak.

The community center of Trang CcOVeErs Thedsaban Kantang.

The community center'of Song-kla Haad-Yai covers Thedsaban-

muang Pattalung, Thedsaban—tambon satgn,and Thedsaban Sadao.

The community center of Yala covers Thedsaban-muang Pattani,

Thedsaban-tambon taluban, Thedsaban-muang Narathiwat, Thedsaban-tambon

Su-ngai kolokwand. Thedsaban-tambon Betong,

According to the areas of influences and the areas under
influences, The relationships among these urban communities can be

sumarized into 2 groups :

The| Upper South | It can be divided into |2 sub=groups:

1. The group of Chumporn-Langsuan-Suratthani-Bannasan.

2. The group of Ranong—?hangnga-Takuapa—Krabi;Phuket.

The Lower South It can be divided into 4=sub-groups:
1. Thé group of SOngkhla—HaadYai—Sadao-Péttaluhg-Satun,
2. The group of Nakhonsithamarat—Pakpanang—Pakprak

3. The group of TfanngAntang



4. The group of Pattani-Taluban, Yala-Betong-Narathiwat-

Sungai. kolok.

According to the study of the appropriate sizes of the center

S

cpmmunities;:the-first—ranked Thedsaban and the second-ranked<«THedsaban- "'«

have the population sizes and values of development close to the optimum
~size éities. Thedsaban 3 and 4 havé too~1Iow populatibn'sizes and‘values
of development. Furtﬁermore, the study of development potential, by
using agricultural and'irrigational variables, finds that the areas
which ha&é high and medium.poéentials are located on the river basin

of the.east>coast. The areas of low potential, on the other hand, are
mostly locatea on. /narrxow stfip of the wést éoast. However, these areas

have potentials for tourism and mining development,

The result of the study found that the:mogt important thesahan-
is Thésaban—muéng Ha-ad Yai—and-the %ess important thedsaban is
Tesaban-tambon Taluban. The roles of thedsaban in South’Region are
the éamihistrativercenter as wel; as the centexr of trédes, sgfvices,
infrastructures “and-utilities. The level of services are basé on thé
significént rankiné. Besides it found that the_most—important

variable is the economic variable.
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