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Arstract

Thai naval officers have plaﬁed a4 role in the Thai political
arena for a long time, Thejevidence, in this case, 1s the transformation
frrm. an absolute monarchy>to a/varl iamentary govermment in 1932, The
Thai naval officers involved in Thai poli'.::i.c‘s-9 becth past and present, are
those who goinad theif\political heritage i¥os past political sccialization,
Thai naval cadé%s ére the Thai naval officers’ basic groups who become

.

the key men of Reyal Thei MNavy and the elites., Thai political system,

ypotﬁ.present and futurey 1argely dependg on pélitiéal attitudes of the
nation’s elites. The main objective of this research is to study the
Thai naval cédets" poiitical attitude and politicai culture which result'
from the existing political socilalization precess. |Thejvariables employed

are level of -education, father's occupaticns,sxesidents, and family

econemic statuse N

The result from the study of 513 Thai naval cadets’® political

~socialization of the academic year 1978 indicates that Thail naval cadets

have mixed authoritarian and demccratic political dttitudes, but they prefer

authoritariznism tc demccracy., The percentage of Thai raval cadets with

-



authoritarian inclinzation is at 62.77 but those with democratic inclinatien
is at 52.59. The percentage of authoritarian political attitude dces not
relate to the level of education, father's cccupaticns and residents. As

kat Thai naval cadets from middle-

to family economic status, it is fc

lower-class families tend to b )_an than the Thai naval
@ieal attitude significantly

cadets of high family stat

relates to the family econom
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