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Thesis title : Scientific and Technological Libraries in Thailand
Name : Mrs, Piboonsin Watanapongse Department of
Library Science

Academic Year : 1973

ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is threefoid; first, to study The
problems in the organization, administration and services of scientific
and technological libraries in Thailand, secondly, Té suggest suitabte
solutions to those problemé; and thirdly, to promote co-cperatian among
_fhe libraries so that reséarchers can get full advaﬁ?ages from them,

The methods used in this research are:

(1) documentary research through bocks, periodicals and other
printed materials concerning scientific and technological libraries
both in Thai and in foreign languages,

(2) survey by sending questionnaires to fifty-one scientific
and technological tibraries; all questionnaires returned,

(3) iqjerviews‘wifh {ibrarians and people concerned with The
adminisfra*ioﬁ of scientific and technoiogical I?braries.

Research results are as follows:

Scientific and Technologicél libraries in Thailand are under
six different organizations: universities, government offices, docu-
mentation centers, government enterprises, business corporations and

internaticnal organizations.



. s o gt
Coe PRSI A

et

?ﬁé §§é%us of almost all scientific and technologicat tibraries

PR o -'“‘_.'
AgEpt oy,

is equivatent fo a  section which causes Hafy probiemsy Of g
IibFaries; 68,63 per cent do not receive sufficient budget which
results in a tack of library staff, facilities and Iibrary coliection;
Onty 9.8 per cent have their own buildings, Tﬁe rest are ins?aried in
thetr ﬁo}her institution building., Besidedy 64,71 per cent are short
- gt kibrary equipment; for example, they do nof have eggggh bookshelves

B . A . . . . e BT T <2 S R Y T L
As for services, 88,24 per cent ¢ani proVide réferénce sen-

and seats;
ROt VI ] ¥
vice; 64,71 per cent havs irter!ibFaFy loan service, and 3,92 per cgnf

have franslation service; Only circuiation sgrvice is rendered in
most libraries. 45.10 per cent arg available exclusively fo.pepple
who work inm That particular organization, Only 17.65 per cent give
services to the general public as well,

Documentation centers meet with less problems, The Thai
Nationa! Documentation Center has adequate books and othef printed
materials for the use of seientists, researchers and the deneral public,
This cefter offers variods special services, such as trahslation, |
dicument procurement, ahd bibiigaraphic $efvices As for ulivebsity
libraries, there is no problem in buildings aad location, HoweVer, I
teaching, consequently they éannot be devoted to The |ibraey, The
QQVéﬁﬁmenT ehtetprise libraries and busipess corporation libraries do
not have financial problems but they do not have suifable locations.,
Government gffice |ibrarics have problems in budget, librany mff and

iibfary collectian, .



Scienfific and Technologfdal !ibraries in Thailand face both
technical and service problams because they are not independent Qni+s.
Moreover, their isclation results in little cooperation émong Them.r

Suggested solutions are:

{1) A scientific and technological library should be an‘iﬁde-i
pendenT.unif working directiy under high-level administration, A
governmental department library should have the status of a division.
When a lfbrary has a higher stotus, the budgef’andrfhe'library staff
will increase accordingly which will enable the library to be more
effticient. | | |

(2) The tibrary shouid be in a suitable location, Library
facilities shogld be ampiy provided.

(3) Scisntitic and technological libraries sﬁould co-operate
amoné Themse%Veskto-improve their services and other technical pro-
cesses, For sxamplwz, libraries specializing iﬁ cerTain-subJecfs should
have tha foliowing services: union-cataloging, indexing and inter-
library loan.

(4) A scientific and_fechnological library asspciafion shbuld
be sat up as the co-Opefa#ion center for all scientific and Téchnologi-
cal librarias.,

(5) Thurs should b isgisiation to grant all these libraries
legai standing and funds.

(6) The |ibrary standard should be readjusted to suit the
present condition and fo be the standard for improving scientific and

technological libraries in the fufure.
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