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THESIS TITLE : The Modernization of the Royal Thai Army along

the Western lines from 1851-1932

NAME : Miss Chamchan liongwises ‘
DEPARTMENT : History

ACADEMIC YEAR : 1975 | |

AbdEract

The main purpésesof this theésis is to émphasize the needs
in modernizing the Royall Thai Army along the iestern lines in
order to maintain the dndependence and sovereignty of Thailand

while she was threatened by the great Powers, France and England.
It also indicates the influeuces 6ffth§-great Powers upon the
reform of the Royal-Thai Army and its' obstacies. The Army

modernization proce&s started from the reign of King Mongkut

‘(Rama IV) and ended at the opening of the democratic. period.

The reseanch [consists of 6 chapters. Besides, it has é
forward and a discussion of siénificance of the topics, its' objec-
tive and scope ofithe research,iin¢luding thel research _method and
benifits of the study. The, first chapter describes the historical
development of the Royal Thai Army from the Sukhotai period to the
modernization period. The second chapter reveals the reasons why
the monarcheé had to change the patterns and the administration

of the Royal Thai Army based on the western countries. The third



5 2

)

chapter is the beginning of fhe_refofm. Unfortunately, not much

work could be done in this period, The fourth chapter describes

- the reform of the Royal Thai Army in the reign of King Chulalong-

korn (Rama V) starting with the preparation and training of officers '
and men, the financial supply, and finelly, its achievements in

building up a standing national army 2ad creating a military pro-

-fession. The fifth chaptewr discusses the results of King Rama

VIi's reform of the Royal Army tufning it into an efficient and a

modern one as is.shown by thes fact that after joining the Allies

in the First World War, Thadlend despatched a small volunteer

corps tq fight in the western front, It also deals with more

changes in the Royal Thai Army in the reign of King Rama VII as

‘a result of the economic crisis. The last 6hapter'concludes with

an analysis and an evaluation of the fighting capdcity of the

Royal Thai Army.
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