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The highest ge#l of the Buddhist dectrine is te arrive at =
complete extincties efsuffering er NIEEBAVA. The wey leading te the
state eimed at is meéde up of & threefeld practice, namely the
prectice in SILA (Merel Cedes ofIC_anauct), SAMDHI - (C2lm end One-
peintedness), snd PAMNA (Wisdem and Idsight). This Threefsld Path
is generally expanded imte Lhe se-called Eightfeld Path. The various
cempenents in the Path-are interscennecteds — And ene cempsnent cennet
be practised witheui the ether. Nevertheless, the functien ef Pefina
is the mest prominent.The mest highly developed.Peifa doss foster tis .
insight inte the,Feur Noble Truths, thus being respensible fer
déstreying the defilements which act as.the mether of sufferings.
This is-the natureof the way te get rid of stfferings.’ And this
researcﬁ is -cenducted in order te fihd out the meanings end functiens
ef Bgn'_’n:é in Buddhist philesephy.

The outceme of the research may be summed up as fellows:

1. Peiina means te knsw distinetly, tc understand, to have

insight. Perna is a werd of genral usage. 1t can be classified inte

twe levels. Pshda refers te Lokive-Paling (Wisdem fer the Werldly



Existence )and Lekuttara-Panna(Wisdom for Nibbana). There sre many

words te distinguish Egégg at the different levels and functiens,
such as Semmaditthi (Right Understanding),ﬁ_é{lg (Insight),v_ijjg
(Knowledge),Vipassena(Insight Develepment), Parinfia (Comprehension),
Abhinng (Mireculeus powers), Bedhi (Enlightenment), etc.

2. Thg purpose for develeping ggggg'is te destirey Ignoraﬁce
end Defilements, which are the mother ef Suffering. Hence there ere
many of the Buddhist Seyiugsy such as, UWith géiﬁg; there are no more

defilements;" *The Cifda thet /is|irained by Pégﬁg‘becémes pure; ¥

. s
1A persen is flawless because of Panna."

o ‘
3. Panna is thet part ¢f nature which one sheuld develop in
i

oneself. .Thus, there are many groups ef the Buddha's Teachings that

emﬁhasize the role of ggﬁﬁg, guch asy Egéhidhamma, Bedhipakkhiyadhamme,
and ultimately the Threefeld pathi. |

4. Peapha is the strengthener of Faith (Seddha). In Buddhism, .
Faith has te be clarified by wisdem and Insight. Without the latter,
Faith would be blinded indeed. -

5. A _persen with Eégﬁg—is Wighly esteemed in the Buddhist
culture. Generally'he ﬁay be-called "Panditaher QSappurisaﬁﬁ The
most highly develepéd in Egiﬁg is, ef course, the Buddhé, the word
witich is trenslated as nthe ‘Bnlightened One.! LHe is'enlightened of
the meanings of Suffering, of the Causes of Suffering, of the Extinctien
of Suffering, eand ef the Path toward such an extinction., He is the one
wino understands the nature of Change, how Change censtitutes Suffering

and Selflessness. The werd Buddha means "to be ewekened frem Defilements.

and Ignorence." Thus, he is magnficent, clear, end pure.



6. The type of Panna for en attainment ef the highest geal,
Nibbana, is celled Vipessana. Each ef the enlightened ones must have

transcendentel knowledge (Pénfia Vimutti). Some of them might have

trained their Citta teo the peint of geining the miraculous powers, yet
they have to develop their insight to trenscend the mundane as well.
In this case, they must heve undergene the practice of Samadhi (Calm
and éne—Pointedness) and Vigassang (PurE snsight -), beth in a rew,
‘since Samadhi is the fouhdaﬁien of Vipassang: It is the latter.that
fosters enlighfenment pLithe Four Neble Truths. A tescher whe made

a commentary {(in thé Commentery) of the Buddhist Scripiures explained
the précess for purdfying on develeping Egiﬁg'as consisting of seven
steps: Purificatienfof the Meral Cenduct, of the Heart, ef the Mind,
of the Knowledge for transcending Deubts, of the Vision regsrding the
Peth, of the Vision regrding the progréss along the Path, and of the
Knowledge of the Highest Trﬁth. This purificetion precess is alse an
enlargement of the ‘Ihreefeld Path as mentiuned. rThQ first deéree of

purificatien, which is of minimum reguirement, is called SotZpsttimagea

or the "Path of Stream BEntrence.® ‘This level of Panna mekes it pessible
to get rid of thres types of Fetters (Samyejeng): /Self-illusion
(Sekkayeditthi), Dowbt (VicikiGeha), andeddherence teylere Rule and

Rituel (3ilebbatapar@massa). ) Then the highest level lof Panne is the

Path of Aireghatship, fer the one te beceme enlightened presently.

This type of Egﬁﬁg_is entitled teo destroy sll of the ten Fetters
completely. In short, it is proficient enough te destrey Ignorance.
Thué, having atteined perfect enlightenment an Arghant becomes &
witness to the seyings: "With.fgiﬁg; there are no more defilements;%
"The Citta thet is trained by Eégﬁg'becomes pure;" UA person is

——————

- b Ll
flawless because of Panng."
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