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Application of Western Methods of Modern

Literary Criticism to Thai Literature

NAME : Cholthira Satyavadna
DEPARTMENT : Thai Laaguage
ACADEMIC YEAR i 1969

ABSTRACT

The research i#& an attempt to explore some new interes-
ting approaches to Thai literature by applying western methods
of modern literary criticism to Thai iiterary work, This work
may be regarded as consisting of two parts: compilation of
sources available in westeram modern criticism and actual
criticism of Thai literature done by the author; the emphasis
being on the latter. The Thesis is divided into five chap=~
ters. The introductory chapter is a quick survey of western
literary criticism and of criticism of Thai-literature of the
present days. - The second chapter discusses the relationship
betweensliterary criticism and psychology stressing on Sigmund
Freud's psychoanalysis and Carl Gustav Jung's main psychoana=
lytical principles. In the third chapter, the two literary
approaches based on psycholegy are discussed. The first
approach treats literature as a symbolic action, a product
similay to dreams, illustrated by Kenneth Burke's '"Symbolic

Action in a Poem by Keat", a criticism on John Keats's Ode cn a



Grecian Urn. . The second approach applies psychological theories

to the role and behavior of literary characters. The material
used as an illustration is William Empson's "Alice in Wonderland:

The Child as Swain”. The Thai literary work, Khun Chang Khun

Phaen, is examined to exemplify this theory under the title "The
hggression of Some Characters in Khun.Chang Khun Phaen'. The

fourth chapter is the study of the archetypal approach which is
both psychological and anthrOpological in its attempt to examine

a piece of literary work under the hypothesis that every piece of
literature has some recurrent themes which can be put into patterns.
The sample used is Robert Heilman's Y"The Turn of the Screw as a

Poem". Singhakraiphop, Saagthong and Phra Aphaimani are studied

under the title "Oedipus Cowplex in Seme Thai Literary WorksY.

The fifth chapter is the‘study of the aesthetic theory which
examines poetry in full details of scund, sensation, rhythm &
movement, imagery, emotlion, symbolism, paradox and ambiguity, etc.
Excellent examples are extracted from Cleanth Brooks's "The Naked
Babe and the Cloak' of Manliness"| a“critical essdy on William

Shakespeare's Macbeth. Some excerpts from Kamsuan Siprat, Kaki,

Kaviniphon.Khong Angkhan Kalavanaphong are closely studied. The

thesis concludes with the hope that this work may provide deeper
insights into and a better appreciation of the meaning and value
of Thai literature, and that it would be of some benefits to

teachers, students, writers and critics alike.,
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