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ABSTRACT

This researgh is purported to study analytically the
concept of mind (citta) in the Suttanta Pitaka. The study is
fully carried out with a view to gain a correct knowledge and

understanding of the meaning of the term "Citta" and others

such as Mano, Maqindriya, Man;yatana, Viﬁﬁﬁna; etc. as appeared
in the text. It is alsé to find out as to how the Suttanta
Pitaka speaks| dbout the nature and classification of mind

and how this cdnceﬁt as appeared in the Suttanta Pitaka is
similar to and different from the Sane.in the Abhiddhamma
Pitaka.

As the teachings concerhing thie mind are &0 abundant
in the Suttanta Pitaka the'researcher has_pufposely coilec;éd
a necessary number of them with a view to use them as the
research data.

When the resecrch has been fully carried out it is
found‘that the Suttanta Pitaka speaks of the mind by using
different terms to connote different meanings-as required by

different purposes. One and the same thing is called Citta



when it connotes the meaning of realization of its objects
 (arammana) or of sophisticated differentiation; it is - called

Mano as it always inclines to lean on its objects; it is

called Manindrfyé as it is supreme in realizing the mental.
objects; it is called Man£§atana as it is the inner coﬁnecter
conﬁecting with the mental objectss it is célld ﬁadaya as it
collects all its objects in itself;'it is called Pandara as

. Y . . . . M angent .
it is of the luminous mature; and it is called Vinnapa as its

>natﬁre is to realize its objects.

However, although this natural phéaoméhon is called
differently according / to its different functiOné, it is‘by
its very essence always one and the same thing,i;e. Citta.
It is like, to use analogy, one and the same man called
differently as brothgr, uncle, fﬁﬁher, son, etc. according
to the denominations applied to him in relation to his
relatives.

According'/to the Suttanta Pitaka the consciousness

or Citta is.dn its, functioning process_of the nature of

rising ur and sinking down-repeatedly every 'moment. One
consciousness .xises-ups remains in its ,course. for-a

moment, and then sinks down into its unconscious stream
(bhavanga). Having been caused by the preceeding one

the newly successive conciousneSs comes into being in the
same pattern. The functioning rrocess of the gggggof‘a
person continues in this way in both his sleeping énd waking

states.



The Suttanta Pitaka classifies Citta into four levels
or Bhumis,-namely, Kamavacara—bhﬁmi, R;p;vacafa—bhami,
Arﬂhébacara—bhﬁmi and Lokuttara—bh:mi. Each of these four
Bhumis is further sub;divided according to its-meritorious
(kusala), demeritorious: (akusala) and neutral (abyékata)

nature which is called "Jati'. /The Kamavacara-bhumi citta

is classified into three kinds, vize., Kusalacitta, Akusalacitta

and Abyakatacitta. The Citta of the Rﬁbgﬁacéra—bhﬁmi,

Arﬁﬁsvacara—bhumi and lokuttara-bhumi is classified into

two categories, viz., Kusalacitta and Abyékatacitta.

When a comparative study hés been made bétween the
concept of Citta in the Suttanta Pitaka and the Abhiddhamma |
Pitaka it is found that both Pitakas agree in general and
differ in the Inrtiqular details., The Suttanta Pitaka
gives lesser detailé than the Abhiddhamma Pitaka. This is due
to ;he difference of purpose: in the Suttanta Pitaka the
Buddha preaches the concept of Citta as the general basis fér
the understanding “of "Dhamma leading to the further practice
for the end of “suffering while the:Abhiddhamma‘Pitaka aims

.mainly at, preaching. the _ultimate trdath_ (paramattha-dhamma)

for the conplete understanding of Citta 'with all its composite

details.
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