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A categorical imperative would be one that is accepted on
its own merits, and nat as.a rule for gaining some desired end.
If an action were done én_a principle which is a categorical impere
ative we might say that it_was done for a principle, and not merely

on a principle.
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1Ross, The Right‘and“thg Good, P. 5.

_ "Those wHo hdldl that ‘our duty, Is to‘act from a certain
motive usually (Kant 1§ the great exemplar) hold that the motive
from which we ought'to act isf the sense of duf?y° Now if the sense
~of duty is to be my mgtive for doing a certain act, it must be the
sense that it is my duty to do that act. If, therefore, we say
"it is my duty to do act /A from the sense of duty, " this‘means "it
is my duty to do act A from the sensé. that it is my duty to‘do act
, Aa“ " And here the whole expression is in contradiction with a part
of itself., The whole sentencé‘say it is my duty to:do-act—A-fromw
the-sense-thatnit—is-my~duty~to~do~act—Aa" But the latter part of
the sentence 1mp11eo that what I think is that it is my duty to—do-
act~A simply..sAnd,, if, as, the,theory in,guestion requires, we try
to amend the latker part of Lthe leXpression tolbring it into accord
with the whole expression, we get the result "it is my duty to do
act A fEom the sense that it Is my duty| to do act+hA from the sense
that it is my duty to do act A," where again the last part of the
expression is in conflict with the theory, and with the sentence
as a whole. It is clear that a further similar amendment, and a
further, and in the end an infinite series of amendments would be
necessary in the attempt’to bring the last part of the expression
into accordance with the theory, and that even then we should not

have succeeded in doing so.
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Now, whichever of tw@ or more acts I dec1de ﬁo be my
duty, I shall'do it (if I garry out.mf intention) from the sense-
of duty. The motive will be the same whichever I do: the motive
thérefore can be no part of that which makes the one act my duty
wﬁile the others are not, since the same motive will be fhe

motive of whichever act I do.
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