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Thesis Title Analytical Study of Deontological Ethics

of 8ir William David Ross

Name A Mr., Somchai Konsri
Thesis Advisor professor Vith Vithsathaveth, Ph.D.
Department . Philosophy
Academic Year 1979
ABSTRECT

The aim of thig thesis is to study ethical problems
and answers.of Ross!séDedntology :“his idea which mixes the
problem of rightness of aetion and the standard of judgement of
action of Hedonism-Utilitarianism with Kant's princiéle of

extreme Deontology

The belief of Hedonism-Utilitarianism is that whether
any when or which ofione's action is judged ritht or good
because it imposastthe actor with happiness, contenment or
evasion from any gpposite condition'and ne matter’ whether
this happiness £alls.on, an. indiyidual.or public, whether
© direct or rindirect, far or near etc. Thus, happines; is the
only standard of judgement to the rightness of action. But
for Ross, he states that generally one performs various,
actions to attain happiness (a Duty of Non-Perfect
Obligation), But in some situations at sometimes onc has

to act up to certain moral law (a Duty of perfect Obligation).



For example, to keep one’s.promise; one acts up to a promise
because it is a promise and the result of this action may'
not be the attainment of happiness but one still has to do

so because he only knows that he has to and it is right

and suitable. Though this idea of Ross (the standard of
judgement of action) is quite similaz to Ként's principle
ofrextreme'Deontology, Rogs believes that Kant's idea about

~ the sfandafd of judgement of action is too serious. Kant's
ideé is that when andswhere of any action must be regulated
by-a certain moral law of fixed ultimate standard which
solely born from reasoning:és judgement end it is to be
serioﬁsly acted up to without relevation in any éituation

and for anybody. Ross believes that, this idea of Ként is -’

to be corrected in order to be moré reasonable. As a result,
Ross's ideé about a Dufy of “Perfect Obligation indicates

that right action must be most suitable and right to a certain
situation at certain time (sometimes such an action bears

good result)

Thus, fﬁe wholelidea of [Ross mixeg ué a Tittle
with the basic idea of Hedonism-Utilitarianism but at’ the
sametime Ross believes 'tha® vight action ‘must 'be an'action
which acts up to a certain moral law and is suitable with

a certain situation,
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