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Abstract

The purpose of this'study is to measure the socio-
economic characteristié of the population in each of the 532
amphoe (districts) of Thailand in order to classify amphoes
in Theiland that have the same level of socie-economic
characteristics inte homogenous categories, This, in turn,
will permit ranking the categories of population from the |
highest socio-ecohsmic stratum to the lowest socio-eoénémic
stratum of amphoes, Data for analysing the socio-economic
level for this study were derived from seversal sources: the
population census of Thailand, 1960, the census eof agriculture
1963 and the national expenditure budget acts 1966, 1967,
1968,

- Fer this study, seven indices have been used to measure
the socio-economic level of population, They were

1, average cultivated area per holding

2, average cultivated area per agricultural population

3¢ the percentage of arable area irrigated

h4e the peréentage of holding in ewnership

5« the percentage of population males occupied in
fishing.

6e the percentage of non-agricultural pepulatien

7« index of govermment investment in public work

Using these individual indices, a combined single index
for measuring the socio-economic level of pupulation was
developed by assuming that each index is equally important for
measuring the socio-economic levels The distributions for
each index were first devided into deciles and amphoe were
assigned a score between 1 and 10, High scores were given for
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amphoes in high soclo-economic category and the lower score

is given for amphoes belonging to the lower categories.

Then, the scores received by each amphoo for sach index ware
added up into & total scorc and an average index was obtained.
The amphoes were then ranked from the highest mean score to the
lowest mosn score. They were next divided by quartiles into
four more homogeneous categories from the highest soclo-economic
level to the lowest soclo-economic level respectively.

The socio~economic classification of the population at
amphoe level chows that the population in aaphoes in the
central Region of Thailand, which contains the capital of Panglolk,
have the higheat socio-oconomic loval. Tho second highast socle--
economic level 18 the population in amphoes in the 3outh; the
third highest socio-ctonomic level is the population in ampheas
in the North and the lowest soclo-oconomic level is the population
in smphoes in the North-Last.

Apart from indentifying the socio-cconcmic lovels of the
various amphoe, the relationship betucen the level of soclo~
cconomic status and the quantity of governmant investment ia
public work wan also studied. The analysis showed high
relationship betwoon the level of soclo-ecconomic otatus and
the quantity of the government investment in public worke
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