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Abstract

Purpose

The aim of this research was to study the opinions of the
social studies teachers about the textbooks as follow:

1, The opinions of teachers about the social studies textbooks
they were using. |

2, Criteria used for selection of textbooks.

3, The features of an ideal textbook

‘Procedures

Questionnaires were sent to 100 social studies teachers in 36
upper secondary government and private schools in Bangkok and Thonburi,
Questionnaires were multiple choice and had ratimg scales concerning -
the method of using fextbooks, criteria for selection of new textbooks Do
and for their present social studies textbooks, The main analytical
technique consisted of percentages and average percentages which were

then presented in tables,



Conclusions

From the analysis of the data gathered in this study, certain
conclusions seem to follow:

1. Most teachers have used the textbooks prepared by the
Textbook Division as principle textbooks and have also used the
textbooks prepared by private pubiications as supplementary textbooks,

2. Criteria which the teachers used to select the textbooks were:

A) Organization of the content. Most teachers think that
the fact and concept should be accurate, and the topical divisions of
subject content well organized.

B) Presentation and treament. The textbooks should
encourage the pupils to seek further information and knowledge, by
guiding them to consult other references; they should encourage active
participation of the pupils, and the language level should be suitable
to the maturity of the pupils.,

C) Instructional Aids, The illustrations and diagrams
should be good and relevant to the textbooks ‘which should also have an
index,bibliograrhy, questions and exercises ineluded in them.

D) Physical Features, The prints and other representations
should be accurate and attractively arranged in the textbooks,

3. The features of the textbooks the teachers wanted were: good
binding, and the clear and accurate organization of content with regard
to the objecfives of each course. Besides tha%. most teachers also

wanted suggestions of references and activities in the textbooks,
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