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# # 5085273429: MAJOR Political Economy
KEYWORDS: Public Media / Political Public sphere

TORSANGRASMEE TEETAKAEW: THE ROLE OF THAI PUBLIC BROADCASTING SERVICES TO
MAKE POLITICAL PUBLIC SHPERE THROUGH PUBLIC FORUM AND CITIZEN JOURNALIST
PROGRAM. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. NUALNOI TREERAT PHD, 244 pp.

The three objectives of this thesis are (1) to study the process of making public media and the
intention of Thai Public Broadcasting Services, (2) to analyze the process of making public sphere for the
Thai people, and (3) to study the result of making public sphere through Public Forum program and
Citizen Journalist program that affects social movement led by people under the principle of media
reformation and people’'s participation.

The thesis applies Habermas' Public Sphere, Public Media and Political Economy of Mass
Media as the analyzing framework. Besides gathering information from the recording tapes during 15
January 2009 - 31 January 2010, the research instrument applied for the study is the in-depth interview.
The interviewees are the stakeholders of the two programs’ production process namely the producers,
the staffs, people, communities and the academics who joined the programs.

The study shows that the organization’s structure and the program list can reflect the intention of
making public sphere especially in the Public Forum program and Citizen Journalist program. However,
the two programs cannot practically make the real public sphere because the programs were already
selected by the production teams and/ or the communities’ movement. It reveals that the process stili
lacks of the first step of making political public sphere. That is people’s discussion which will lead to
common decision to push any issues into the policy level. Hence, the sphere in the two programs is just a
stage for some selected people from communities to narrate their problems. In short, this is the
communication way under representative democracy but not under deliberative democracy.

However, another finding of this study is that people have increased their awareness for their
rights and freedom of speech, and the identity under democracy after the programs were broadcast. The
suggestion to the production teams and the editors of Thai Public Broadcasting Services is that they
should adjust their production process to allow more people’s participation from the first step of selecting
issues to making decisions together. This aims to make logical political communication and eventually

leads the Thai Public Broadcasting Services to achieve its goal in making public sphere.
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