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Student e d .*‘-\..u.m.m of significance
action as pibnedh # : hangés in a nation. Student
movement is of da -l 0 »-'. e in fighting against
‘ democracy, and, sa such
helps bring about lep Y Tvai stiioot movest T

dictatorial

played importan rt in ‘seek: g 7 acy ever since

democratic sydtem of Blellcd in Thailand 50
Vears ago. aner, Thai democracy ha:ﬂdevelaps owing to the
fact tha i ﬁﬁ‘ : m authoritarian
rule, a‘ﬂ, iﬂﬁi itati such as parl:i._mt.,
politi ey ﬁj’ o ﬁﬂmr e
f@ﬂ]ﬁm m pui xlylmm that can
counterbalance power that be. This is the situation where the
student movement comes in and assumes the role of fighting

against authoritarian goverment, protects democracy and helps

creating political legitimacy,

In their political activities, student movement comes into

conflict with the older power group within the society resulting



in political conflict between the two groups. This leads to
political wviolence on 14 October 1973 and 6 October 1976. In
that process, the student movement has to find ally with comes
ready in the form of the Communist Party of Thailand (C.P.T.).

After disillusionment wi the C.P.T. on line of tactics and

movement. and y. It makes inguiry
Yike tha student movement
Wi' hi Thai o . 7' 7‘ P » { = ; iﬂg t.hﬂ' I'Elﬂtimship

between Thai tical situation of each

period. It will be As that ical situation shapes up the
role of the s
W Y]
The u% cal . eﬁf the student movement
and the democratic.deve veals the followings:

ﬂﬂﬂ’l‘l’lﬂﬂ‘mmni

l.mest.udﬂn.mﬁlentcmll duact as the peal fighters for
ol i RN BB por1escn
at-oaphardsveloped At the same times, The student movement had
to have a strong organization effectively acting as a tool to

mobilise activities in economic, political and social spheres.

2. At times when the government was highly authoritarian,
the students would try to group themselves together to form a

strong organization, adapting the role of coordinators in



mustering people to support, and in opposing and toppling the
authoritarian rule. Howeevr, at times when there was no
political authoritarianism, the student movement would transform
itself into another kind of movement to accommodate the existing

atmosphere. For example, ,at the present time, the movement

perceives economic. ' F ﬁoﬂant, and consequently,
concentrates on SolwalE the Pl‘eé

ather than concerns itself

with politics. / d
N

U e ;— olicy con §78> the growth or hindered
the role of ﬂg de
rule. And in feyerse, the agtivities of this movement outside

the bolfeld Bl ol L) SRR e the state

TR ST T e

5. Basic activities of the student movement were its

N the avelmt of democratic

opposition to authoritarianism, its demand for democratic rule,

and at the same time. itsgrmtmmwimmmicnndsmial

problems.

In summation, it can be said that the Thai student

movement is a powerful group that has an important role in the



development of democracy. From past experience in its fight for
democracy, the student movement has been taught to be more
careful in its political activities, and refused to become a
willing tool for the third party. The movement could comprehend

political situations well and evaluate the political trend

wove. The/ #Egfilt would be that, the general
o Ve S&themvmmt. Therefore,

eloping of democracy

at present antly modified in
its ways of .-,..... ate the existing
atmosphere. 11 never stand still,
but continue
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