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# # 5280107222 : MAJOR HISTORY
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KAN CHALOTHONRANGSEE : RESPONSES OF ISAN INTELLECTUALS TO THAI
DEMOCRATIC POLITICS, 1932-1957. ADVISOR : WASANA WONGSURAWAT,
Ph.D., 185 pp.

This thesis investigates the response of Isan intellectuals to Thai politics within
the democratic system that was established following the revolution of 1932 up to 1957.

Isan intellectuals had been interested in politics since before the revolution of
1932. This is evident in the various expressions of support and in opposition to the
absolute monarchy through publications, public sermons, and rebellions of local
officials, monks and the common people. Following the revolution of 1932, this interest
clearly increased. Isan intellectuals responded to the democratic system in two ways; 1)
support the democratic system by spreading knowledge of this new governing system
and becoming involved in constitutional politics through the election process, and 2)
oppose the democratic system in the case of the Boworndej and Millenialism rebellions.
During the Second World War, Isan intellectuals were involved in the Free Thai
Movement, which opposed the government’'s formal alliance with Japan. After the war,
these intellectuals played crucial roles in the establishment of political parties, both
conservative and socialist, that were highly active in the parliamentary system. They also
had substantial roles in expressing ideas and becoming involved in various political
activism outside of the parliamentary system. Many among these intellectuals who
opposed the government and expressed their belief in socialism were oppressed and

forced to decrease or end their role in politics.

Department : History

Field of Study : __History

Academic Year : 2012
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