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PARKPUME VANICHAKA: THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF ECONOMIC
POLICY FORMULATION: A CASE STUDY OF THAILAND-UNITED STATES
FREE TRADE BARGAINING 2001-2006. ADVISOR: ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
LAE DILOKVIDHAYARAT, CO-ADVISOR: PREECHA PIAMPONGSAN, Ph.D,,
288 pp.

This thesis questions “how do the interest groups, in TUFTA negotiation during
2001-2006, strive for and carry forward their interests?” To answer the question, this thesis
had constructed an investigative conceptual framework, derived from integration between the
adaptation of concept of interest group and theory of agenda control.

This thesis concluded that both economic and political conflicts describe the
fundamental of Thai economic and political system. Moreover, these conflicts were,
temporarily, promoted by TUFTA. Thai Rak Thai group and FTA Watch, both have great
economic and political contradictions, fought against each other in order to gain authority to
determine content of agreement by means of diminishing and expanding conflicts.

Theoretically, the boundary of expanded conflicts would determine the victory of
either interest group in carrying forward their interests. Nevertheless, the dissolution of
parliament and coup d’état in 2006 brought an end to the TUFTA, reflected the complexity

and development of conflicts between interest groups during the course of time.
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election ballot; (2) it use some portion of its collective resource to try and influence decisions
made by the legislative, executive, or judicial branches of national, state, or local
government; and (3) it is organized externally to institution of government that it seek to
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inequality of issues simplifies the interpretation of politics. Politics becomes meaningful
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“At the nub of politics are, first, the way in which public participate in the spread of
conflict, and second, the process by which the unstable relation of the public to conflict is

controlled””’
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Ibid., p. 85.
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mnizeu lvdenamuinediuazeameeTunaiuaui “Perhaps one of the most devastating tactics that maybe used to prevent an

issue from reaching the systemic agenda is to deny that it falls within the bounds of governmental authority” (Ibid., p. 86.)
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Ibid., p. 110.
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Roger W. Cobb and Charles D. Elder, Participation in American politics: The dynamics of agenda-building, (Baltimore, The Johns

Hopkins University Press, 1972), p. 125.
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Ibids., p. 150.
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“the extent to which an issue is expanded will determine the means by which it achieves recognition” (Ibid., p. 152.)
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“the larger the public to which an issue has been expanded, the greater the likelihood of the conflict being placed on the docket” (Ibid., p.

52.)

ﬁm%mwamﬁﬂﬂﬁu 9 Roger W. Cobb and Charles D. Elder, Participation in American politics: The dynamics of agenda-building,

(Baltimore, The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1972), pp. 104-108.
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“When conflicts are confined to identification groups, formal agenda status is most likely to be attained only when disputants threaten to

disrupt the system. If group have not attained positions of strength within the system, they have no bargaining base other than force or the
threat of force. Thus minority groups who cannot involve others may resort to disruptive threats in order to force decision-makers to consider

their demands.” (Ibid., pp. 152-153.)
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“Conlflicts that are confined to attentive publics are likely to attain the formal agenda through a brokerage channel.” (Ibid, pp. 156-157.)
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Agenda-setting in this sense is therefore to do with the management of conflict, and
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institutionals and organizations have a central role.”
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“Free Thai Movement” was use during the periods of mass mobilization against the TUFTA
negotiation rounds in order to stimulate the public with the nationalistic sentiments on the values of
sovereignty of the nation and its people. Also, aimed to provoke the government that its actions could
lead the country to the loss of sovereignty, similar to the mistake in past which Thailand almost lost
its sovereignty after World War II. As in 1941, Field Marshall Phibun Songkhram, then the Prime
Minister who happened to be the father of the head of the TUFTA negotiation team during 2004-
February 2006, allied with Japan and declared war against the United States and Great Britain.”'* 18
“In terms of discourse, FTA WATCH and the networks chose to use World War II rhetoric, calling
for independence and nationalistic sovereignty. It was meant to annoy Nitya Pibulsongkram, the Thai
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World War II and allowed Japanese troops to station in Thailand.”"’
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