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The main purpose of this rerearch is to do a contrastive study of
the intonation in English and Thai considering intonation as an interrelated
system. The Study also predicts problems which may occur’when Thais speak
English and suggests a pedagogical approach in teaching English intonation
to Thai which may solve the problems ‘- predicted.

The contrastive analysis indicates that there are elements that
English and Thai share. They are Tone Group, Tonic and Tune. There is
one significant element in Thai intonation that English doesn't have,

that is, tone, The five tones in Thai have a strong interference

to the pronunciation of Englicsh.

Moreover Tonality, Tonicii:y and Tune System in Thai and English

are different.

This contrastive study predicts the problems of Thai speaking
English in terms of the division of rhythmic units and tone groups, the

placement of tonic, and the assignment of tune to an utterance.

Pedagogically speaking, intonation which is a complex interrelated
system should be introduced td students first as one system of tonality,
then gradually add @ther systems i. ©. tonicity and tune appi‘Opriately.
The students should find out the relationship between the variation in

meaning and these systems through exercises which are carefully arranged.
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